Important Dates
May
>24
10
13-17
13
16
17-18
20-21
22
24
24
25
27
28
29



10th May 2019

IB Exams
MS End of Year Dance, 6:00-8:30pm
Grades 9 & 11 Trip Week
PTO Meeting, 9:30am
Grade 5 Parent Meeting: Grade 5-6 Transition, 3:15-4:00pm, Room 105
MS Baseball/Softball Tournaments
HS Tennis/Badminton Tournaments
PTO Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast, 9:00am in The Street
MS/HS Mile Run, 9:30-10:30am
HS Awards Assembly, 2:00-3:00pm in The QET
PROM
ES Spring Concert, 8:30am in The QET
IB1 Art Exam Exhibition, 3:00-4:00pm in the Upper Corridor
Jazz in The Street, 12:30-1:30pm

From the Head of School

Dear Parents,
What is Britain’s favourite food? One survey says that Chinese is the most popular takeaway,
another that curry is the most eaten home cooked dish. Pubs are our number one choice when
we go out, but this is followed by a top ten that includes Italian, Mexican, Thai, Spanish and French.
Even fairly small towns offer a choice of cuisine, and their supermarkets sell food from around the
world.
You may think that all this foreign food is something new. In the old days, if you went out it
would be for traditionally British fish and chips, or, for a bit of a variety, pie and chips. What could
be more British than chips? Pretty much anything it would seem: it’s a dish invented in France in
the 1690s using an ingredient (potatoes – in case you had wondered) originally from Peru. Joseph
Malin opened the world’s first fish and chip shop in 1860s’ London, and he was an immigrant from
Eastern Europe.
Britain has always been international - from our national drink (tea) to our favourite foods and the
cotton clothes we wear. This openness to the rest of the world has helped us prosper and has
made our lives more varied and interesting. But it doesn’t just happen, it isn’t just geographic: the
water that surrounds us can be a barrier or a gateway. We have been more open and tolerant
than other places, we have thought equality before the law a worthy aim (even if we didn’t always
keep to it).
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Engaging successfully with the rest of the world requires a set of values and certain aptitudes: a
belief that whatever our national citizenship, we are also global citizens. If an international school
is for ‘international students’, it is only because we are all ‘international’, even those of us who
have never left Aberdeen: we don’t have to travel, the rest of the world is served up to us on our
dinner plates.
This year, at ISA we have been thinking about what internationalism means, what it is to be a
global citizen. We have invited opinions from parents and staff and now we will be working with
students. We hope to come up with a living statement of internationalism and global citizenship
that will help give direction to some of the choices we make in curriculum development and our
activities. If you want more information where we are with it, contact Lucy Thompson, Lulu
Davies or Jake West.
Kind regards,
Nicholas Little
Head of School



From the MS/HS Principal

Dear Middle/High School Parents,
I hope you enjoyed the long weekend and as a family took advantage of some down-time. The
week ahead will be a little quieter at ISA with Grades 9 and 11 away on field trips. I am fortunate
enough to be travelling with the Grade 9 class and, having seen the itinerary, I am excited about
the blend of culture, service and activity. Both trips promise to be rich learning experiences for
the students, and a great opportunity to build long-lasting friendships within the grade level.
Each month, we share a newsletter about Digital Citizenship as it is apparent what a challenge
social media can be for our young people. Sadly, the majority of unkindness and disharmony we
pick up on stems from a student’s use of a smart phone out of school hours. I would urge parents
to support the School in its efforts to ensure appropriate use and interactions between peers.
Get your son or daughter to show you their online life and be open about the groups they belong
to and conversations they have. I would also question whether a young person under the age of
16 actually needs a smart phone. Phone usage in our High School is currently being reviewed, and
I am delighted that our Student Council is putting some intelligent proposals together for the
Administration to look at to promote face-to-face communication.
There is a definite feeling that the end of term is not that far away, but there is still a lot of
learning to be done. When our High School students return from their travels there will only be
two and a half weeks until the semester exams begin. They should be starting to think about
organising their notes and resources so that revision can begin in earnest and they can consolidate
what has been studied this semester.
Angus Carmichael
MS/HS Principal
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From the Elementary Principal

Dear Parents,
• Transitions
As we approach the end of a school year, teachers implement a number of activities to make
student transitions to the next grade as smooth as possible. These include teachers visiting the
upcoming grade to begin to get to know the children. Some classes arrange to have snacks
together so that the children can become familiar with their new classrooms. It’s motivating for
them to hear from other students about what they can particularly look forward to in the new
grade level. (Kindergarteners visited with Pre-School children this week.) In addition, teachers
hold professional meetings with each other to share relevant student information. While the
focus continues to be finishing the school year on a high we know we are ready for a seamless
transition into next year.
• Tea Pots and Ties
Second grade parents enjoyed a special occasion on Friday when their children honoured them
with a very personal show of appreciation. The boys and girls wrote poems, sung songs and
presented books about the importance of parents. The mums and dads were filled with joy (and
some tears) by the afternoon dedicated to them.
At ISA, we pride ourselves in being a family school and continue to create opportunities where we
can all come together in a celebration of education.
Best regards,
Don Newbury,
Elementary Principal



Student Pick-up Procedure

Recently, we have been reviewing our procedures surrounding student pick-up between the hours
of 8:15am and 3:00pm.
We would kindly request that if your child is under 16 years of age and you are collecting your
child during the school day, that you come into the school to sign your child out at reception.
Maintaining the safety and wellbeing of our students is our top priority.



From the Grade 6 Teachers

Dear Grade 5 Parents,
You are invited to an informational meeting after school on Thursday, 16th May from 3:15-4:00 in
Room 105. At this meeting, you will learn more about the transition to Middle School and what
you and your child can expect in grade 6. If you are unable to attend the meeting, a PDF version
of the presentation with general information will be emailed to all Grade 5 parents.
Hope to see you there!
Kind regards,
Alyssa Dreelan, Jo Curnock, and Rob Kempton
Grade 6 Teachers
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From the Fine Arts Department

Mark your calendars for some great shows coming your way!
“A Spring Concert”
Elementary School Band & Choir
Monday, 27th May 2019
8:30am
The Queen Elizabeth Theatre

“Jazz In The Street”
featuring the High School Jazz Band
Wednesday, 29th May 2019
12:15pm
The ISA Street

“An Evening of The Arts”
Middle School Fine & Performing Arts
Wednesday, 5th June 2019
6:00pm for 6:30pm
The Upper Corridor & The Queen Elizabeth Theatre



From the Middle School Student Council

The MS Student Council members are delighted to announce their last MS Dance of the year!
This will take place on the 10th May from 6-8:30pm - £5 entry (at the door).
This is a formal dance and students are required to wear smart-casual clothes. A reminder that
students participating in school activities should wear proper attire according to ISA’s Code of
Conduct.
Parents, please be prompt in picking up your child from the dance at 8:30pm. Thank you.
See you there! 
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Safe cycling
As the weather improves, students might be more likely to ride their bicycle so it’s a good
time to review the safety aspects of cycling to school, or out with school.

Cycle maintenance
Part of cycling safely is ensuring that your bike is roadworthy. It is therefore essential that
bikes are checked regularly. A quick daily check should include:
• both brakes are working and tyre pressure is good.
• handlebars and saddle are straight and tight.
• both lights are working.

Safety equipment and clothing
High visibility clothing (even during daylight hours) and lights during darkness are
essential.
A white light at the front and a red light at the rear, both either steady or flashing, are
needed to be both legal and visible. An additional red flashing light worn by the cyclist at
the back, not fixed to the bike, is helpful.
Reflective armbands, ankle straps, or tabards, and reflective stickers for bikes and bags,
can be bought at reasonable cost from bike shops, and are often available from the local
road safety department.
Cycle helmets are designed to give protection from a fall from a bike so children should
be encouraged to wear them. Always buy a helmet new, not second hand in case it has
invisible damage, and make sure it conforms to one of the recognised safety standards,
such as BS EN 1078 SNELL CERTIFIED. Damaged helmets should always be replaced.
For more information on cycle helmets and cycle lights visit www.whycycle.co.uk.

Bicycle Security
ISA provides bicycle parking at the front of the school. Please remind your child to secure
their bike with a lock.

Safety on campus
ISA recommends that students dismount and ‘walk’ their bikes whilst on the school
campus and keep to the paths away from cars and school buses.
For more information on safe cycling, visit the School Travel website
www.saferoutestoschools.org.uk
From the ISA HSSE Committee

Enchanted
Forest

ISA Prom 2019
25.05.2019
7:00pm-10:00pm
Marcliffe Spa & Hotel

15th April 2019
Collect application form
from Ms. Sanz or Ms. Rea
Hand in completed form to
Business Office and pay for
ticket.
Tickets can be collected from
Ms. Sanz or Ms. Rea once
form and payment are complete.

Prom
Tickets
for Sale

ISA Parent Teacher Organisation

pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk
Next PTO
Meeting on
Monday 13th May
at 9:30 am in the
Crathes meeting
room.

News From Your PTO
Friday 10th May 2019

Volunteer

Appreciation Breakfast
Please join us as we celebrate the hard work and
dedication of our ISA Volunteers.

Wednesday 22nd May
9:00 AM
In "The Street" at ISA

Hel ra

get
involved !
We have two open positions on our board!
FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
If you are interested, contact any existing PTO member or
contact us at pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

fu s fo IS w e v yo s o on

!

Use easyfundraising to shop with over 3,600 big name retailers including Amazon, Argos, John Lewis and
ASOS – when you shop, you’ll raise a free donation for ISA every time, it’s that easy!
So why not make a difference when you book your next holiday? Travel insurance, car hire, airport parking,
just some items on your holiday shopping list that can raise funds for our school!
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/isa/

PTO have an exciting new initiative:
Local businesses can opt into the Bronze, Silver or Gold tier Advertising Programme. We will be
advertising the Gold tier businesses on our Facebook page!
If you know of any companies who would like to opt into this programme, or if you would like more
details, please contact Jen Sword our PTO advertising member via email pto.advertising@gmail.com
ROC Private Clinic was established as an Independent London Private GP Clinic in 2010. Since its
inception, the clinic has expanded its range of services and at present offers private
GP and specialist services in Harley Street, London as well as Aberdeen, Scotland.
ROC Private Clinic’s mission is to inspire hope and improve the general health and well-being of our
patients whilst striving to promote excellence in healthcare through continuous education of our staff.

Westhill Business Park,
Westhill, Aberdeenshire, AB32
6JL
Tel: 01224 515 254
www.rocprivateclinic.com

What sets ROC Private Clinic apart is our people, our integrative approach to patient care and
commitment to excellence. We take time to listen and understand all your health issues and
concerns.
Both London and Aberdeen Clinics share the ethos of their founder, Dr Cristina Romete, recently
voted as 2017 and 2018 Top Doctors for the Super Rich by Spear’s 500.
Email: aberdeen@rochealthservices.com

Disclaimer:
ISA PTO disclaims liability for loss or damage or any nature and extent resulting in directly or indirectly, from any use of the information and advertising presented on the
PTO Facebook page and notices. ISA PTO advertisers operate their own web-pages and social media accounts and may not claim or imply affiliation or endorsement with
ISA or ISA PTO. ISA PTO are not responsiblefor any content found on the websites that are hyper-linked to other public, or private organisations, nor do we guarantee the
accuracy of any linked information. ISA advertisers do not represent the views of ISA or ISA PTO.

