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17th May 2019 
Important Dates 
 
May 
>24 IB Exams 
17-18 MS Baseball/Softball Tournaments 
20-21 HS Tennis/Badminton Tournaments 
22 PTO Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast, 9:00am in The Street 
24 MS/HS Mile Run, 9:30-10:30am 
24 HS Awards Assembly, 2:00-3:00pm in The QET 
25 PROM 
27 ES Spring Concert, 8:30am in The QET 
28 IB1 Art Exam Exhibition, 3:00-4:00pm in the Upper Corridor 
29 “Jazz in The Street”, 12:30-1:30pm 
31 K-2 Sports Day, 1:00-2:55pm 
 
June 
1 SAT 
1 Graduation, 2:00pm in The QET 
3 PTO Meeting (off campus) 
 
 
 
 From the Head of School 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Birds only ever gather together in flocks, cattle in herds and fish in schools, but there are many 
ways of describing groups of humans.  A large group of strangers is a crowd, a mob if it turns 
violent, an army when it is specifically organised for violence.  A small group with a common 
purpose for a limited time is a team, a collective if that time is extended, and an institution when 
there are formal rules and people in charge to enforce them.  Very large groups with a common 
language, common ways of doing things and the same people in charge are called nations. 
 
Humans are not the only species that like to get together; we are the only one to find so many 
different ways of doing it, and participate in several at the same time.  A school is one such way; it 
is not just a collective noun for fish swimming together, but also for children learning together.  
Schools are also institutions with adult staff who provide rules and ensure that it exists over time 
and doesn’t end with the first graduates.  But the best schools are communities - an altogether 
different collective noun that includes families as well.  Educating the next generation is far too 
important a task to be left to one set of people; it is a partnership between home and school. 
 
For me, the privileges of working at ISA are the enthusiastic students, the committed staff and the 
engaged parents.  All schools are institutions, but it takes something extra to make them into great 
communities.  The different groups within them have to work together with a common sense of 
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purpose and with mutual respect and appreciation.  ISA is diverse and celebrates its diversity, but 
is also united in a belief that whatever groups we belong to and are important to us, we are also 
part of a common humanity and share a common planet; we therefore thrive together or not all.  
This can only happen if we raise the next generation to be global citizens as well as members of 
families, localities and nations. 
 
This is no small thing, and parental support is vital.  ISA parents are active in many ways – talking 
to their children about their day at school, attending parent teacher conferences and other events.  
Some also have the time to volunteer at school.  This is the extra mile that transforms ISA from 
institution to great community.  Volunteers have given talks, gone on trips, helped in the library 
and the classroom, organised welcome coffees, ceilidhs and other socials, sold Spirit Wear and 
raised funds.  Next Wednesday, we will host the PTO Volunteer Breakfast.  It is a small way 
celebrating a vital group in making the ISA experience a special experience. 
 
It may be birds of a feather that flock together, but ISA is proud of its diversity.  It is not 
distinguishing marks that makes our group a community, it is the hard work of the many people 
within in it, united in the belief that education won’t just make our children better, but a better 
world as well.    
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nicholas Little 
Head of School 
 
 
 From the MS/HS Principal 
 
Dear Middle/High School Parents, 
 
We welcome back our High School trips this week, and reports suggest both expeditions were 
very successful.  The Grade 11 students had a rich range of Creativity, Activity and Service 
activities to participate in, in Prague, and our Grade 9s explored four Scottish cities, following a 
similar CAS model in their itinerary.  I really enjoyed spending a few days with the Grade 9s during 
their trip, and I look forward to hearing more from the IB1 students at school about their 
experiences in the Czech Republic.  I would encourage all High School parents to help students 
further reflect on their experiences from the week. 
 
Students will undoubtedly be looking ahead to next year, and our Grade 8s visited the High School 
floor this week to prepare for that transition.  We also have activities planned to help our Grade 
5s look forward to the move up to Middle School.  At a recent Wellbeing conference in 
Edinburgh, one of the speakers talked about the importance of mental resilience to academic 
success.  One aspect of this is the ability to cope with change and unfamiliarity, and so I would 
encourage families to talk to children that may be anxious about next year, and reach out to 
teachers and counsellors for guidance and support, as needed. 
 
We wish the International Schools Sports Association (ISSA) tennis and badminton teams well this 
week, and I would like to thank everyone involved with hosting visiting athletes.  I hope you are 
able to catch some of the matches and cheer on our players. 
 
At this time of year, some families learn that they are moving on and it will undoubtedly be a 
difficult time as students have to say goodbye to close friends.  Valerie DeGraw has shared some 
useful resources to help children involved with this process, and she is there to support our 
students throughout the next few weeks.  As some students move on, others are looking to join 
ISA.  I have greatly enjoyed meeting the prospective students for August and believe, like our 
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leavers, they will be assets to our community.  We have students entering all grades, including 
several outstanding individuals for Grade 11 that specifically want to follow the IBDP programme. 
 
Angus Carmichael 
MS/HS Principal  
 
 
 From the Elementary Principal 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
• Fourth Grade Sailing 
This week, fourth graders had the opportunity to do some sailing on Loch Skene.  This was a first 
time event for many of our Elementary students and the children were excited (and a little 
nervous) about the opportunity.  The children learned to use a sailing boat in pairs and in groups 
of three.  They did so well, and mostly enjoyed idyllic weather.  At the end, everyone jumped in 
the Loch while trying to capsize a boat.  There was much excitement and a few screams as they 
entered the cold water!  One girl seemed to be in the water as much as she was on the sailboat! 
But, as she and others emerged onto land, everyone had big smiles.  Walking back to the starting 
point along the shores of Loch Skene, several students reflected, “This is the best trip we’ve 
ever had!” 
 
Special thanks to Clare Hodder who led and organised the sailing activities. 
 
• Natural Excitement 
Just saying the words ‘last weeks’ causes a wide range of reactions from students, parents and 
teachers.  Excitement about the start of summer is perhaps the most common reaction by 
children (and teachers).  In the Elementary School, we work especially hard with the younger 
children to maintain a strong focus on learning right up to the last day.  Of course, teachers are 
creative and put even more energy into choosing engaging activities that allow students to easily 
immerse themselves into their studies.  As parents, you can help as well with student focus, 
through your encouragement at home as it pertains to maintaining high expectations for making 
the most of the last few weeks.  There are still a number of activities and trips to look forward as 
we approach June, including Sports Days, and I’d encourage parents to join us when we have 
Elementary events. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Don Newbury,  
Elementary Principal 
 
 
 Student Pick-up / Drop-off Procedure 
 
Recently, we have been reviewing our procedures surrounding student pick-up / drop-off between 
the hours of 8:15am and 3:00pm.  
 
We would kindly request that if your child is under 16 years of age and you are dropping off or 
collecting your child during the school day, that you come into the school to sign your child in / 
out at reception.  Maintaining the safety and wellbeing of our students is our top priority. 
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 From the Fine Arts Department 
 
Mark your calendars for some great shows coming your way! 
 
 
“A Spring Concert”  
Elementary School Band & Choir 
Monday, 27th May 2019 
8:30am 
The Queen Elizabeth Theatre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Jazz In The Street” 
featuring the High School Jazz Band 
Wednesday, 29th May 2019 
12:15pm 
The ISA Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“An Evening of The Arts” 
Middle School Fine & Performing Arts 
Wednesday, 5th June 2019 
6:00pm for 6:30pm 
The Upper Corridor & The Queen Elizabeth Theatre 
 
 
 
 
 From the School Nurse 
 
Hi all, 
  
I know that we are coming up to the end of term and everyone is excited and ready for the 
holidays BUT there are still some bugs going about throughout the school.  Most of these can be 
dealt with by buying over-the-counter medication or getting a prescription from the doctor.  In 
either of these cases, should your child require medication during the school day, these MUST be 
brought to the Nurse’s Office to be stored – only emergency medication can be carried by the 
students (eg: EpiPen, inhaler etc.).  The rule is there for the safety of all the students in school.  
     
And, can I just remind everyone that there is only three and a half weeks to go until the end of the 
2018/2019 year.  Wow, it’s been some year!  Sadly, we are seeing some of you guys moving on to 
a new exciting adventure.  If you are moving, please may I remind you to come to collect any 
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medication that may be held in the Nurse’s Office.  You just never know how long it will take to 
get settled and register with another doctor.   
 
That’s all for now. 
 
Keep safe!! 
 
Karen Munro 
School Nurse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECYCLING FOR A GOOD CAUSE …             USED POSTAGE STAMPS 
 
Please collect all your used postage stamps and hand them in to Mary Rayne, Elementary School Secretary. 
 
They will be sent off to The Oldies Club which is a charity for old dogs.  They rescue and try to find forever homes 
for older dogs … http://www.oldies.org.uk/  
 
Thank you. 
Mary 
 
 



15th April 2019
Collect application form 

from  Ms. Sanz or Ms. Rea

Hand in completed form to
Business O�ce and pay for

ticket.

Tickets can be collected from 
Ms. Sanz or Ms. Rea once 

form and payment are complete. 

Prom
Tickets 
for Sale

Enchanted
Forest

              ISA Prom 2019
25.05.2019

7:00pm-10:00pm
Marcliffe Spa & Hotel



Volunteer
Appreciation Breakfast

Wednesday 22nd May
9:00 AM

Please join us as we celebrate the hard work
and dedication of our ISA Volunteers.

In "The Street" at ISA

TOO TRENDY!

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has
volunteered their time to the PTO and ISA in any way
over the last year. 
 
We could not achieve all that we do without all of
you! We really appreciate your time and effort
towards organizing our amazing social functions,
cooking, creating and donating delicious food,
supporting sporting events, organizing class events
and so much more!
 
So please join us for the volunteer appreciation
breakfast next Wednesday, 22nd May at 9am in the
street. We look forward to seeing you!

The PTO would like to thank everyone who has
supported and contributed to the PTOs fundraising
efforts this year. Our enrichment program aims to
enrich the education and experience of our kiddos
at ISA.
 
This year, we approved applications for:
Climbing equipment, Hi Viz Vests, Pull Down Maps,
Garden Allotment Project for Eco Club, Wooden
Clatter Bridge, Playground Equipment, Cairngorm
Reindeer Visit, a visit and workshops by author Ali 

Want to meet other ISA families? Exercise your
skills and share your perspectives?  There is a
place for you on our PTO Board! 
 
If you are interested reach out to any PTO
board member or contact us through
Facebook or at pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

News From Your PTO
Friday 17th May 2019

YOU'RE INVITED!

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

get 

involved
We have an open positions on our board!

FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR

!
JOIN THE TEAM!

ISA Parent Teacher Organisation pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

Sparkes, Student Well Being Kits, Mud Kitchen, New Library Management System, Destination
Imagination Visit, Gymnastic Mats, Caterpillar Tracks for Sports Day, Frames for permanent MS
artwork displays.



PTO have an exciting new initiative:
Local businesses can opt into the Bronze, Silver or Gold tier Advertising Programme. We will be 
advertising the Gold tier businesses on our Facebook page! 
If you know of any companies who would like to opt into this programme, or if you would like more 
details, please contact Jen Sword our PTO advertising member via email pto.advertising@gmail.com

Disclaimer:
ISA PTO disclaims liability for loss or damage or any nature and extent resulting in directly or indirectly, from any use of the information and advertising presented on the 
PTO Facebook page and notices. ISA PTO advertisers operate their own web-pages and social media accounts and may not claim or imply affiliation or endorsement with 
ISA or ISA PTO.  ISA PTO are not responsiblefor any content found on the websites that are hyper-linked to other public, or private organisations, nor do we guarantee the 
accuracy of any linked information. ISA advertisers do not represent the views of ISA or ISA PTO.

373 North Deeside Road, Cults, Aberdeen AB15 9SX
T: 01224 869500

www.boutiquebeautyaberdeen.com

Innocent Aesthetics skin and laser clinic in Aberdeen 
caters for all aspects of skin care, including cosmetic 
treatments and anti-aging therapies.
 
Trained to extremely high standards, our specialists 
provide a wide range of treatments. The team use 
cutting-edge medical devices, providing award-winning 
treatments.
 
Innocent Aesthetics Ltd
481 Great Western Road
Aberdeen
AB10 6NN
Tel: 01224 325354
E: info@innocentaesthetics.co.uk
 
www.innocentaesthetics.co.uk

Award Winning Beauty Salon in Aberdeen the Beauty 
Fountain is one of Aberdeen’s most reputable and 
popular beauty spa salons.
 
Established in 1995, Lynn Clark and her highly skilled 
team are here for you!
 
51 Holburn Road
Aberdeen 
AB10 6EY
Tel: 01224 212888
Email: info@beautyfountain.co.uk
 
Website www.beautyfountain.co.uk
 
The Beautiful Fountain have currently lots of Autumn 
offers to make you feel great on these cold dark days. 

McCue Wealth Management provides specialist
investment advice to internationally diverse families
based in and around Aberdeen.  Whether looking to
invest for your children’s future, plan for school fees or
have a need for more general investment, tax or
pensions advice, we are here to help.
 
McCue Wealth Management Ltd
58 Queens Road
Aberdeen
AB15 4YE
 
Tel: 01224 745200
Mob: 07596 196084
www.mccuewealthmanagement.co.uk

http://www.boutiquebeautyaberdeen.com/
http://www.innocentaesthetics.co.uk/
http://www.beautyfountain.co.uk/
https://kippielodge.co.uk/
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