Important Dates

6th September 2019

September
9-13
Grade 5 Field Trip
9
Start of MS Student Council Election Campaign
11
MS/HS Open House, 6:00-8:15pm
12-14
Grade 12 IB Biology/ESS Field Trip
14-15
Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Bronze Award Practice Expedition
16-17
MS Map Testing
18
PTO Hike & Coffee, 8:30-11:00am
20
MS Student Council Elections
21-23
Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Silver Award Practice Expedition
23
Aberdeen Local Holiday – School Closed
26
MS/HS Parent Coffee, 8:30am
27
University of Dundee: University Application & Admissions Talk
27
HS Dance, 6:30-9:00pm



From the Head of School

Dear Parents,
On Wednesday, Grade 2 made their first trip of the year to the Old People’s Home in Dyce.
They each had a book that they would read to a resident, and were given the task of introducing
themselves and finding out the name of the person they read to. During the rest of the school
year, they will return several times to build on those relationships.
It seems like a small thing, but communities are built on individual connections - relationships
between people. Learning someone’s name and recognising them when next you meet is a way of
seeing that person’s humanity. Technology can help us stay in contact with family across
continents; but too often electronic interactions de-personalise. It is easier to be disrespectful,
and it is harder to get to really know someone.
We hope that ISA students will grow up to be active and responsible global citizens. But the globe
is a big place, and ‘global’ is an abstract idea. Young students must first learn to be good citizens in
their local community. Citizens are not subjects. Subjects obey, they carry out the orders of a
leader who knows best. Citizens are active, they see what their community needs and participate
in making it a better place without waiting for instructions. Citizens look to each other,
recognising and respecting that each person has their own value; they do not see others as tools
for some grand purpose, as statistics or as a ‘social issue'.
I enjoyed accompanying Grade 2s as they ventured out of the classroom into the community
beyond. They gave their time and attention, and at the end of the morning they all trooped off the
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bus feeling happy: they had done something worthwhile beyond themselves and their own
interests; something that contributed to the wellbeing of others.
The Grade 2s practised academic skills - they read stories. But mostly this was a morning about
the grander purpose of education: what type of person do we want our children to become.
Kind regards,
Nicholas Little
Head of School



From the MS/HS Principal

Dear Middle/High School Parents,
Next week is the Middle and High School Open House on Wednesday, starting at 6:00pm in The
Queen Elizabeth Theatre, and I hope you will be able to visit the School that evening. It is a great
opportunity to put a name to a teacher’s face, and the insight you will get into your child’s courses
will help you talk to them about their daily experiences. It is also an important first step in
building a partnership with the teachers to help your son or daughter get the most from their time
at ISA.
PowerSchool is a quick and easy way to see how your son or daughter is doing in their classes. If
you are struggling to access the system, please contact Maciej Wesolowski at the School
(mwesolowski@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk) or on 01224 730300. I encourage you to ‘click freely’ and
explore the software, as often more information can be found behind the initial number displayed.
Students should avoid becoming overly focused on the numerical aspect to the feedback. The
indicators serve as a means to open conversations between teachers, students and parents, to
support students in reaching their full potential.
The Middle School Activities Week is looking like being a busy and fun-packed five days, and I am
sure long-lasting friendships will be established as a result of the shared experiences. Students
were in good spirits for the recent House Challenge day, and, this week, we have been fortunate
to host an Anti-Bullying conference as well as listen to a presentation by a survivor of the
Holocaust.
Middle School students will be thinking about the upcoming elections, and I would encourage
anyone considering running for a post to take the chance and get involved. Many students in High
School are running for Class Representative positions, and I am impressed by how both these
groups are evolving to provide an effective student voice and a platform to develop leadership and
collaborative skills.
Finally, a reminder that, whilst we are fortunate enough to be part of a community where the ISA
Values are generally well upheld, looking after one’s possessions is a good habit for students to
form. Our lost property box is filling up, and students should remember that their lockers have
codes that they can use to safeguard valuable items.
Angus Carmichael
MS/HS Principal
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From the Elementary Principal

Dear Parents,
A Time for Sharing Information
I’m lucky to have a beautiful office at the front of the School and in the centre of the Elementary
classrooms. Each morning, I see happy children (and teachers) sauntering by with their friends,
eager to greet each other, share a story, or show off their enthusiasm for being in school, often in
a rush to get to their locker.
At last night’s Open House, it was lovely to see so many parents, who also seemed delighted to be
active participants in our school. The evening will have provided parents with a sense of what
success looks like in each class, and how we strive for both academic and social achievement in an
ambitious manner. We trust that you also gained a perception of grade level expectations and
how, as parents, you can assist in making this a year of strong personal growth for any child you
have at ISA. Hopefully, you sensed the joy and great fun we have every day in our classrooms.
We all feel very fortunate to work at ISA and, of course, with each family. As the year proceeds,
the teachers will continue to keep you well informed of student progress.
While we are delighted with our students, we don’t intend to go easy on them. A successful
partnership in education requires mutual agreement and active support for high expectations,
especially in regards to the quality of student work and the encouragement of student
responsibility. As parents, we encourage you also to communicate with appropriate teachers to
share questions, concerns and good news in a timely manner. Our motto is ‘NO SURPRISES’, as
it’s important that we always keep each other informed of student issues and progress.
Practical Matters
I thought it might be helpful to list some reminders to assist in keeping our students safe and
everyone aware of the school rules/requirements. Thank you for your support.
After School:
• Please pick up children on time if they are in an activity, and supervise your son/daughter if they
are waiting in the school or outside.
• The purchase of snacks from the cafeteria is not allowed for Elementary students unless they are
accompanied by a parent. Children should not attempt to buy a snack before boarding a school
bus at 3:00pm.
Valuables at School:
Please do not send children to school with expensive phones or other items such as jewellery.
We have a wonderful environment where property is respected, but can’t be responsible for
items that get lost or go missing.
Cycling to School:
We are delighted to see students cycle to school, but ask that they walk their cycles when they
enter the car park and pedestrian areas of the school grounds.
Best regards,
Don Newbury,
Elementary Principal
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From the Fine Arts Department
Congratulations to four High School Art
students who made a visit to Edinburgh
Scottish Parliament on Wednesday, 3rd
September.
These students were
selected to produce artworks based on
stories from World War One, in
collaboration with other young people
from across Scotland.
The final
exhibition is now showcased at the
Scottish Parliament as part of the final
event in Scotland’s Commemorative
Programme for the Centenary of World
War One.

Each artwork produced by the students is
unique and displayed in an abstract
formation of a map of Scotland. Visitors
viewing the exhibition will discover more
about individual pieces of artwork with the
use one of the iPads provided and
experience augmented reality to find out
more about the WW1 stories and the
student artworks. The exhibition will tour
Scotland, and we look forward to seeing
the works in Aberdeen next Spring.

Congratulations to Andrew Jamieson, Pixie
Nishina, Sandra Cristian and Flora Sawyer.

Please watch the THISTLE and the digital display board outside The Queen Elizabeth Theatre for
upcoming concerts, productions and exhibits! Enjoy the artwork around the school! We are
looking forward to working with your children!
From The ISA Fine Arts Department – Catherine, Nicolina, Lisa, Javier & Kent
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From the Nurse

Hi everyone,
Well, we are truly back into school. I have noticed this week that the ‘bugs’ are starting to reappear. I would like to to ask everyone again, that if your child is unwell please do not send them
to school. This is to protect not only your child from becoming even more unwell, but also to
protect the other children and staff.
We do have the 24hr policy in place – “if your child has a fever (37.5 and above); if they have
vomited and or have diarrhoea then they MUST stay off for 48hrs from the last episode. NOT
from when it started or when they have been sent home”. We really do appreciate your
understanding in this matter.
Have a great weekend, stay safe.
Karen
School Nurse



From the After-School Food Club

ISA is delighted to introduce Food Club to the list of after-school activities. Open to all MS/ HS
students, Food Club is a chance for students to learn about food hygiene and safe preparation,
cooking skills and weekly budgeting. Being able to prepare healthy and nutritious meals on a
budget is an essential life skill, and our professional chef will guide students through a variety of
different sustainable menu options.
The online iPayimpact system has extended an invitation to all students within the upper school to
consider joining Food Club. If you are interested, please contact Mrs Curnock or respond to the
invitation. Please also feel free to ignore the invitation, when no further action is required.

Thistle Talk is a great way to find out what is going on in the school, but you can get a lot more
from our social media sites. Log into us at https://www.linkedin.com/company/internationalschool-aberdeen and https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSchoolAberdeen/ and get the stories
behind the stories.
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Dear Parents,
As you are aware we are busy preparing for the all school International Festival in
October. On the evening of Thursday, 10th October, 2019 the ISA students will all
take part in an ‘Olympic style’ parade to honour all of the countries represented in our
school. We hope that all students and their parents will come dressed in national
costume or colours of their country.

If you would like your child to have the chance to carry either the flag or the banner
for their home country, please complete this form and return it as soon as possible to
Security Reception (main building). A box will be placed there for your convenience.
In the event of more than one child wishing to carry a country’s flag or banner, we
will randomly select a name from the entries. We see this as an exciting opportunity
and a great honour, and hope that your child will be proud to carry their national flag
or country banner.
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

Child’s Name:
_______________________
Grade: _________________

Nationality: ___________________
(Please only put down one country)

The Global Village is an important part of the celebrations of International Week at ISA. The
Global Village will represent the 45 nations belonging to the ISA community. Tables and
displays will be decorated by parents and Middle and High School students to showcase
artefacts from these different nations. These will be located along the ‘Street’ area and in
the Theatre.
In addition, students in Pre-school through Grade five have learned about a country as part
of their international study. Parents are encouraged to visit these classrooms.
If you have lived in, visited, or are from any of the 45 countries and would be willing to lend
artefacts which could be displayed on a nation’s table it would be greatly appreciated. To
showcase cultural artefacts, as part of the Global Village, is a great opportunity to display
interesting and vibrant objects in celebration of our wonderfully diverse community!
Artefacts donated for the night must be CLEARLY LABELLED with the family name
and be non-breakable!
They can be handed into Reception during the week commencing Monday, 7th October.
Thank you for your continued support,
The International Festival Committee

Online Safety Newsletter: September 2019
Fortnite (Rated PEGI 12)
Fortnite is still very popular with lots of young people. It is rated
PEGI 12 for frequent mild violence which means it is not suitable
for persons under 12 years of age. It is important to bear in mind
that when rating games, PEGI do not take into consideration the chat
features of a game which Fortnite does include.

What do you need to be aware of?
Chat functionality:
Fortnite contains voice and text chat which can contain inappropriate
language. You can turn the voice chat off but not the text chat. To turn
voice chat off, go to Settings, Audio and switch to off. As always, show
your child how to report players for any inappropriate behaviour (they
can use the in-game feedback tool in the main menu, more information
can be found here: https://epicgames.helpshift.com/a/fortnite/) and
ensure that they know that they should talk to you or another trusted
adult if they have any concerns.

Games to play
as a family
It is important to take an actve
role in your child’s online life
and playing games online with
them is a great way to do this
whilst demonstrating to your
child good gaming habits.
Internet Matters have
compiled this list of games that
you could play together based
on your child’s age.
https://www.internetmatters.o
rg/resources/online-gamingadvice/amazing-video-gamesguide-for-families/

In app purchases:
All users can purchase V-Bucks directly through the game. This currency
can be used to purchase items in the Fortnite store so make sure you
don’t store your credit card details.
We always recommend playing the game with your child so you can see
what they are playing and
monitor the sort of chat that
they are listening
to/contributing to.
For further information about
Fortnite, Parentzone have
produced this great article:
https://parentzone.org.uk/art
icle/fortnite-everything-youneed-know-about-onlinegame

In app purchases
Lots of apps/games are free to
download/access but then
contain in app purchases.
To prevent purchasing on your
child’s iPhone or iPad follow
these instructions:
https://support.apple.com/engb/HT204396
To prevent purchasing through
Google Play follow these
instructions:
https://support.google.com/go
ogleplay/answer/1626831

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date released 1.9.19.

PEGI ratings explained
If you see this rating on a game then it
means the game contains bad
language. This descriptor can be found
on games with a PEGI 12 (mild
swearing), PEGI 16 (e.g. sexual
expletives or blasphemy) or PEGI 18
rating (e.g. sexual expletives or
blasphemy).

Harry Potter Wizards Unite (Rated
PEGI 7)
The creators behind Pokémon Go have released a new game set
in the world of Harry Potter. Similar to Pokémon Go, in that the
app uses your real location to place you on a map and you need
to walk around your local area looking out for magical items on
your phone and casting spells to free items or send characters
back to their magical world.
This game is free to play but in app purchases to buy coins
range from 99p - £99!
The app does warn you to stay alert at all times and to stay
aware of your surroundings. Due to the nature of this game, it
can be easy to forget where you are going so please remind
children to pay attention to their surroundings, particularly
when crossing roads.

Sky Broadband Buddy
Do you use Sky Broadband? If so, this
app allows you to manage each screen
in your home. The app allows you to
create different filters i.e. PG, 13 or 18
so they don’t see something that they
shouldn’t. It allows you to set Time
Limits, schedule Off Time as well as
view what each member has been
doing online. Further information is
available here:
https://www.sky.com/help/diagnostics
/sky-broadband-buddy/skybroadband-buddy

There are 3 ways to sign in to this app, using a Facebook
account, Google account or
under 16’s will need an adult
to create their profile through
a Niantic parents account.
You will need to create a code
name, this is public so ensure
that your child does not
include any personal
information.
Further information is
available here:
https://www.saferinternet.org
.uk/blog/parents-guide-harrypotter-wizards-unite

Using Google Play store
Does your child use the Google Play store? If so, have you set up appropriate parental controls?
Parental controls allow you to restrict content based on your child’s maturity level so you can set
up parental controls for e.g. apps, games and TV shows to prevent your child from downloading
items that are above the rating that you set. Further information is available here:
https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738?hl=en-GB

Online Safety Newsletter: September 2019
Instagram: new anti-bullying tool
Instagram is now using Artificial
Intelligence to recognise when a
message being typed is one that
would quite often be reported as
inappropriate so a user might try to
send a comment “you are so ugly,”
but a message appears saying ‘Are
you sure that you would like to post
this?’ with the option to learn more
or undo. The feature has been
designed to encourage more positive
interactions on Instagram. Discuss
this with your children and explain
what it’s there for. Further
information is available here:
https://instagrampress.com/blog/2019/07/08/our-commitment-to-lead-the-fight-againstonline-bullying/
Childnet answer parents most frequently asked questions about
Instagram here:
https://www.childnet.com/blog/answering-parents-most-frequentlyasked-questions-about-instagram

What is clickjacking?

What is skin gambling?

Where somebody maliciously
tricks a user into clicking on a
link which could result in
downloading malware or
sharing confidential
information. Find out more
here:
https://www.getsafeonline.o
rg/safeguardingchildren/clickjacking/

Skins are virtual items in
games that can be won or
purchased and are used to
customise weapons. There
are websites that let players
gamble their skins. Find out
more here:
https://parentinfo.org/article/
skin-gambling-what-parentsshould-know

Games to play
as a family
It is important to take an actve
role in your child’s online life
and playing games online with
them is a great way to do this
whilst demonstrating to your
child good gaming habits.
Internet Matters have
compiled this list of games that
you could play together based
on your child’s age.
https://www.internetmatters.o
rg/resources/online-gamingadvice/amazing-video-gamesguide-for-families/

In app purchases
Lots of apps/games are free to
download/access but then
contain in app purchases.
To prevent purchasing on your
child’s iPhone or iPad follow
these instructions:
https://support.apple.com/engb/HT204396
To prevent purchasing through
Google Play follow these
instructions:
https://support.google.com/go
ogleplay/answer/1626831

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date released 1.9.19.

PEGI ratings explained
If you see this rating on a game then it
means the game contains bad
language. This descriptor can be found
on games with a PEGI 12 (mild
swearing), PEGI 16 (e.g. sexual
expletives or blasphemy) or PEGI 18
rating (e.g. sexual expletives or
blasphemy).

Sky Broadband Buddy
Do you use Sky Broadband? If so, this
app allows you to manage each screen
in your home. The app allows you to
create different filters i.e. PG, 13 or 18
so they don’t see something that they
shouldn’t. It allows you to set Time
Limits, schedule Off Time as well as
view what each member has been
doing online. Further information is
available here:
https://www.sky.com/help/diagnostics
/sky-broadband-buddy/skybroadband-buddy

Fortnite (Rated PEGI 12)
Fortnite is still very popular with lots of young people. It is
rated PEGI 12 for frequent mild violence which means it
is not suitable for persons under 12 years of age. It is
important to bear in mind that when rating games, PEGI do not
take into consideration the chat features of a game which
Fortnite does include.

What do you need to be aware of?
Chat functionality:
Fortnite contains voice and text chat which can contain
inappropriate language. You can turn the voice chat off but not
the text chat. To turn voice chat off, go to Settings, Audio and
switch to off. As always, show your child how to report players
for any inappropriate behaviour (they can use the in-game
feedback tool in the main menu, more information can be
found here: https://epicgames.helpshift.com/a/fortnite/) and
ensure that they know that they should talk to you or another
trusted adult if they have any concerns.
In app purchases:
All users can purchase V-Bucks directly through the game. This
currency can be used to purchase items in the Fortnite store so
make sure you don’t store your credit card details.
We always recommend playing the game with your child so you
can see what they are playing and monitor the sort of chat that
they are listening to/contributing to.
For further information about Fortnite, Parentzone have
produced this great article:
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/fo
rtnite-everything-you-need-knowabout-online-game

Using Google Play store
Does your child use the Google Play store? If so, have you set up appropriate parental controls?
Parental controls allow you to restrict content based on your child’s maturity level so you can set
up parental controls for e.g. apps, games and TV shows to prevent your child from downloading
items that are above the rating that you set. Further information is available here:
https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738?hl=en-GB
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HIKE AND COFFEE
Join us on Wednesday September 18
at 8.30 AM after drop-off for a nice
stroll and coffee afterwards. We will
walk from school to Hazlehead Park.
Doggies welcome. Meet at Marcliffe
side near the ISA gate (dogs are not
allowed on campus). If you can't meet
for the hike, meet us for coffee from
9.15-9.30 AM.

SPIRIT WEAR DAY
Today marks the start of FRIDAY SPIRIT
WEAR DAY! For this year all students,
staff and parents can show the ISA spirit
by dressing up in black and red.
Remember: the SPIRIT WEAR TEAM is
available on Wednesdays in the street
from 2.30-4.00 PM. Have you seen the
new baseball hoodie? Or the notebook
that goes at just 5 GBP? Why not buy one
next Wednesday you're at school?

£5
SAVE THE DATE
WEEK OF

OCTOBER 7-11
CELEBRATE CULTURAL
DIVERSITY AT ISA
PTO VACANCIES
We are still looking for two more PTO
team members who are willing to take
on these two exciting roles:
HS CEC REP
ADVERTISING COORDINATOR
Please reach out if interested via
pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

NEXT PTO
MEETING

Monday
October 7
9.30 AM
St Andrew's room

PTO
ADVERTS
PAGE

SEPT 6
2019

PTO have an exciting new initiative
Local businesses can opt into the
Bronze, Silver or Gold tier Advertising
Programme. We will be advertising
the Gold tier businesses on our
Facebook page! If you know of any
companies who would like to opt into
this programme, or if you would like
more details, please contact Jen
Sword our PTO advertising member
via email pto.advertising@gmail.com

Disclaimer: ISA PTO disclaims liability for loss or damage or any nature and extent resulting in directly or indirectly, from any use of the
information and advertising presented on the PTO Facebook page and notices. ISA PTO advertisers operate their own web-pages and
social media accounts and may not claim or imply affiliation or endorsement with ISA or ISA PTO. ISA PTO are not responsiblefor any
content found on the websites that are hyper-linked to other public, or private organisations, nor do we guarantee the accuracy of any
linked information. ISA advertisers do not represent the views of ISA or ISA PTO.

