Important Dates

8th March 2019

March 2019
11-12
IB Mock Exams
14
Grade 10 IGCSE Global Perspectives Team Projects, 3:15pm in The QET
15
Red Nose Day
15
ISA Open Morning, 9:00-11:00am
15
NESCol Representative Visit for Grade 10 Students
15
Red Nose Walkathon, 1:30pm
18-22
MS/HS Spirit Week
21-22
Poet Visit (MS/HS)
21
IB2 Final Art Exam Exhibition in the Black Box
22
HS Breakfast, 9:40am
22
MS Kiva Event, 4:00-6:00pm
28
Aberdeen Youth Jazz Festival
28
EARLY DISMISSAL AT 11:00AM
28
Staff Appreciation Lunch
28-29
Parent-Teacher Conferences
31
CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR AT 01:00AM



From the Head of School

Dear Parents,
Last month, I flew down to London for a meeting of UK International Schools. Our hosts fed us,
so I didn’t need to stop by a restaurant. If I had, it might have been at the Wolseley, which has 32
nationalities on their staff, or at Le Gavroche which has just two British waiters from 30. Nor did
I stay the night, but if I had, the Four Seasons would have been typical, with its 60 different staff
nationalities.
It is not just restaurants and hotels which have become increasingly diverse, schools have as well.
At Malvern St James School fewer than half of new entrants are from the UK, and they are not the
exception: St Pauls, Repton, Brighton College and Eton also have students from around the world.
And none of them claim to be an international school.
Nor is this confined to southeast England: just over a quarter of Aberdeen’s population were born
outside Scotland, and most of those of those were born outside the UK.
Mixing with people from around the world is our modern norm. Schools with diverse students
are not so unusual; and many organisations simply could not function with a workforce of a single
nation. But what makes them international? What makes a school international? If it is just about
the children they serve or the staff they employ, I would have met with far more than ten other
schools in my London meeting last month.
Page 1 of 5

Nor is it a curriculum. We are not the only school in Scotland to offer the International
Baccalaureate; we are only the only one to call ourselves international. What makes us that is not
the passports of our students or our staff, nor where our exams are marked. It is lived through
values such as respect, diversity and service and what we aspire to: students becoming “socially
responsible, active global citizens.”
Dr Carmichael reminded the new inductees into the National Honour Society this week that the
qualities they displayed to achieve this and that they model also support what it means to be a
global citizen.
We don’t have to leave our home towns to be part of the international world. What it means to
live successfully in such a world is not simply a question for expatriates. As part of our
accreditation process we are taking another look at what internationalism means. If you have
time, please add to this discussion by answering a few questions on the following link https://goo.gl/forms/zwCcSnUhlDaYGMuF3
Kind regards,
Nicholas Little
Head of School



From the MS/HS Principal

Dear Middle/High School Parents,
Our visit from Freedom from Chemical Dependency (FCD) was a great experience for our
students, and feedback from everyone who attended the presentations has been overwhelmingly
positive. Beccy, the presenter, spent time with various groups from our community including
students, HS ambassadors, parents, faculty, health teachers, administrators and counsellors. I
found some the insights she shared particularly helpful, and have a better grasp of some of the
challenges and risks currently facing young people in Aberdeen.
Our Grade 10 students and parents have been learning about IB course options, and, as I write,
our High School basketball teams are competing in tournaments. Book Week has been celebrated
on campus with Middle School students enjoying time with the visiting author, and High School
students have been planning for their upcoming Duke of Edinburgh expeditions. I would also like
to congratulate the students who were inducted into the National Honour Society on Monday. It
has been busy!
Next week, Grade 6 students will be visiting places of worship for their World Religions unit, and
the IB1 Group Four project gets underway. IB2 students have their final two days of mock exams
and will hopefully be planning ahead now to the final exams in May. The week finishes with a
fundraising event for the Archie Foundation and Red Nose Day.
On Thursday, the PowerSchool portal re-opened to parents and there you will find progress
reports for your child. Please take some time to log in and read the comments. It would be a
valuable exercise to ask your son or daughter to reflect on these, and the learning habits
descriptors, with you. Parent Conferences take place on the 28th and 29th of this month, and I
hope you will be able to meet teachers then for face-to-face discussions. Parents will be able to
access the booking system from 4:00pm on 20th March (bookings close at noon on 27th March).
Angus Carmichael
MS/HS Principal
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From the Elementary Principal

Dear Parents,
• Book Week
The School has been ‘buzzing’ with activities this week on the theme of reading. On Thursday
morning, Willy Wonka was spotted walking towards his elevator. Alongside him were some aliens
wearing underpants and even a cat wearing a hat. Magic seemed ever present. (Perhaps the
influence of numerous clones of Harry Potter?) There were other super heroes, such as the
brave Tendai and Martine from The White Giraffe.
The celebration of World Book Day has become a popular tradition at ISA. This year, much of
the school has joined in the fun. On Monday and Tuesday, Ali Sparkes, our visiting author,
inspired students from kindergarten through eighth grade. Throughout the rest of the week, High
School students and Middle School students have been reading to the Elementary children. On
Thursday, Elementary schedules were abandoned to allow a unique day with reading experiences
shared by teachers across the grades. The children were so excited to be with different teachers
and to represent their favourite characters in costume. Thanks to all of the teachers who worked
so hard to make for a rewarding event/week, to the children for their spirit, the PTO, and the
parents for their assistance and everyone for their enthusiasm. It’s lovely to highlight reading, an
activity we celebrate every day at ISA.
• ISA Red Nose Day
On Friday, 15th March 2019, people across the UK will be coming together to do things big and
small for Comic Relief 2019, that will add up to something massive. As part of the ISA Community
we would like you all to join in!
On the afternoon of Friday, 15th March 2019 at approximately 1:30pm, the ISA Community
will come together to complete a walkathon, where students will complete laps of parts of the ISA
Campus, with a few unexpected twists and turns on the way!
If your child takes part in the walkathon they will be asking friends and family for sponsorship.
Sponsors will be asked to pledge a certain amount per lap or give a donation. Most students will
do between 15 to 25 laps (depending on their age) of the walkathon course, which will be around
the small pitch and through the gym. There will be a few fun obstacles for the kids to negotiate as
well! Students will be hearing all about the important work of the charity organisation through
Grade 5, who are making it a focus of their studies.
Upon completion of the walkathon, teachers will record exactly how many laps were completed.
Students will then collect the appropriate amount of money and bring it to school over the
following weeks. The sponsorship forms have already gone home.
Why are we doing this project at ISA?
ISA has a proud history of being part of Red Nose Day within the UK. We have raised lots of
money in the past, and hope to do that again this year. It is chance for us to help others in need
both locally and globally. We would love your support, and you are very welcome to come along
and cheer your children on, or walk with them.
Best regards,
Don Newbury,
Elementary Principal
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From the Social Studies Department

As part of the IGCSE Global Perspectives curriculum, the 10th grade students have been working
in small groups to complete their Team Project. Each group has developed its own specific
research aim selected from a choice of eight general topics.
The results of their findings will be presented on Thursday, 14th March from 3:15-4:15pm in The
Queen Elizabeth Theatre. Light refreshments will also be served in The Street throughout the
presentations.
We hope that you will be able to join us to view the results of the 10th graders’ hard work.
Luke Klopp & Jacob West
Grade 10 Global Perspectives Teachers



From the Fine Arts Department

Watch the THISTLE for upcoming Fine & Performing Arts Events coming to ISA this March!



From the Library

We hope you had a great book week! Our author visit from Ali Sparkes went down well, our
book swap has been busier than ever, and it was wonderful to see so many great costumes on
Thursday!
All students in Elementary School will have received a £1 World Book Day voucher this week.
This can be used towards a children’s book in any book shop, and also a lot of supermarkets, and
these shops will have a limited range of £1 books for sale as well. However, the World Book Day
vouchers are only valid until the end of March, so please use them whilst you can!
Also, just for the month of March, World Book Day has some great full-length audiobooks that
you can listen to online at https://www.worldbookday.com/world-of-stories/. These include Julia
Donaldson picturebooks, children’s novels such as ‘The 13-Story Treehouse’ and ‘Atticus Claw’,
and teen novels such as Scarlett Thomas’s fantasy series (some of the other books on this website
only have an extract available, so do check before you start playing). Audiobooks are a great way
to share and develop a love of reading for pleasure, and we’d encourage all ISA families to give
them a go.
All is not quite over yet – we have another author visiting Middle and High School students at the
end of the month! We look forward to welcoming poet Sara Hirsch to ISA very soon…
Josie Crimp
Librarian
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From the School Nurse

Hi Everyone,
So the lighter nights are here along with the sun (no, wait, forgot we are in Scotland!). With the
‘better weather’ we have noticed that the lighter jackets, shoes instead of boots, etc., are coming
out of the closet. Please still make sure that the clothing, shoes, etc., are suitable for both indoor
and outdoor use.
We still have the usual bugs going about the school. I know that the students cannot miss too
much work but, truthfully, if they feel unwell they aren’t concentrating anyway. Please keep your
child off if they are sick as per the School & Public Health Scotland regulations, ie: fever – 24
hours (from no fever), diarrhoea & vomiting – 48 hours (from last episode), and common sense
with all others.
Thank you for your help with this.
See you next week.
Karen x



From the Middle School Student Council

MS SPIRIT WEEK – 18TH TO 22ND MARCH
Your house needs you! There is a mission to be accomplished, up to 100 points per student. You
have the chance to win house points in this year’s spirit week combined with High School!
During this super exciting event, you get the chance to dress-up in differently themed costumes
every day. The themes are:
•
•
•
•
•

Movie Monday
Twin Tuesday
World or Winner Wednesday
Tracky Thursday
Friday Onesie

Be sure to show your school spirit… and we’ll see if the teachers join in, too!
Also…
MS FREE EVENT – 22ND MARCH 4:00 TO 6:00PM – BIG GYM – GAMES AND FOOD
FOR FREE.
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It’s the YEARBOOK!!
Order Form for 2018-19 Book
The price of this year’s book is £25. The book will be distributed in the spring.
(Please make cheques payable to ‘International School of Aberdeen’ or ‘ISA’.)

Students’ names, grade levels (and in case of elementary students please also include teacher’s name):
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
Date: ___________________________________
Payment of £____ made by:
Cash

Cheque

Card

IPayImpact

cheque # ___________________________
Yearbooks may be paid for in the business office. No money to be accepted at Reception. Books will be
distributed in the spring by the Yearbook staff.

Customer Receipt
The price for yearbooks is £25 per book.
Number of books ordered and paid for: _____
Family name: __________________________
Date: ___________________________________
Payment of £______ made by:
Cash

Cheque

Card

IPayImpact

cheque # ___________________________

Yearbooks may be paid for in the business office. No money to be accepted at Reception. Books will be distributed in

the spring by the Yearbook staff.

In case of cash payment: Signature

of salesperson/Business Office stamp: __________

