Important Dates

11th January 2019

January 2019
14-18
Digital Citizenship Week
14
PTO Meeting, 9:30am
14
Grade 10 Futurewise Profiling, 3:00-5:00pm
15
School Photographs for New Students, 8:30am in the Black Box
16
Camps International presentation to HS Students, 1:00-1:30pm in HS MPR 1
18
Spirit Wear Day
18
ISA Open Morning, 9:00-11:00am
18
HS Dance, 7:00-9:45pm
21-25
HS Language Trip
26
PTO Adult Ceilidh, 6:30-11:00pm
28-1 Feb ES Healthy Eating Week
30
Grade 10 IB Course Information Lunch, 1:00pm
31
Grade 10 IB Course Information Lunch, 1:00pm
February 2019
1
Elementary School - ISA Fitkids, pm only



From the Head of School

Dear Parents,
Like most schoolboys, I hated writing: it didn’t matter whether it was as short as a Christmas card
or as long and involved as one of the ‘What I did at the weekend’ essays my teacher set us, any
time pen touched paper, or, more often, hovered uncertainly above it, I was bound to be
miserable. The next worse thing was generally also the next thing: reading what I had just written,
with the expectation that I should find my own errors and correct them. I avoided this further
torture if I could, but when it was done, my paper would come an unreadable mess of insertions,
deletions and corrections; I dreaded it would mean a complete re-write.
I would have considered my future self with horror: I spend a large part of my day writing,
although Christmas cards rarely and pitiful reminisces occasionally. As an English/Humanities
teacher I even spent a large part of my adult life inflicting writing on others: tragically, I became the
setter of ‘What I did at the weekend’ essays.
But it is not a simple story of one generation growing up to become its predecessor. Writing is
not the same thing: I use a pen rarely; paper has given way to screens; I often jot down rough
notes on Googledocs so that colleagues can contribute their thoughts; the computer highlights
possible technical errors long before the finished version; I move sections around, delete
paragraphs and insert sentences without the dread of having start a neat version from the
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beginning. Fundamentally, I have to order my thoughts and choose the right words as did the
scratchers of wax tablets, but the process of getting from first stroke to finished product is utterly
transformed.
As is buying tickets and checking in on a plane, which I did entirely by smart phone when I
travelled back to London over the holidays. The same phone that guided me down unfamiliar
streets, told me when the next bus was due to arrive, and allowed me to send a group message to
my family to say that I would be late because I was lost and the bus had been cancelled. (Some
things never change.)
Technology has rapidly opened new possibilities, but also new dangers; it is important that our
values keep pace. It is no good hoping that all these changes will just go away and we can return
to a simpler and more decent age.
ISA’s Digital Citizenship Week starts Monday. ISA students will engage in a series of activities that
encourage them to think about the wider implications of the technology they use routinely as a
tool. Most of the things we do in the twenty-first century, we did in the century before – we still
write cards and essays - and the values underpinning what we do are the same. But students (and
the rest of us) need to learn how to apply values passed down generations to the possibilities
opened up in this one. That it is why ISA sets aside time to consider what it means to be a citizen
in a digital world.
Kind regards,
Nicholas Little
Head of School



From the MS/HS Principal

Dear Middle/High School Parents,
I hope you enjoyed a restful break with family and friends, and the start to the new semester has
been a pleasant one for your children.
The weather has been quite mild lately but the prospect of snow is never that far from our minds.
Should school have to close at any point this semester, I would like to remind families of our
access to Google Classroom. Students in both MS and HS divisions should look to this resource
when lessons are missed due to a closure to ensure courses do not fall too far behind their
planned timelines.
I wanted to let you know that next week is ISA’s annual Digital Citizenship Week at Middle and
High School. Computers and social media play a significant role in our society, particularly for the
younger generation, and we try throughout the year to help students make good choices and stay
safe online. Next week, we will run activities from Tuesday to Friday to develop themes such as
digital footprints, cyberbullying, phishing and questioning the reliability of sources. Middle School
students will be prompted to continue to work on the iDEA award which is sponsored by the
Duke of York and has been described as the ‘digital D of E’. Students will start by completing the
Digital Citizenship modules of the Bronze Award but I would encourage them to take the
opportunity to go further and complete the programme.
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I am grateful to Mr Alan Chai of Schlumberger who will come in again on Friday, 18th January to
run a session for our High School students. Additional resources for parents can be found on the
following page of our Digital Citizenship website:
https://sites.google.com/a/isa247.org.uk/isa-digital-citizenship/resources
Angus Carmichael
MS/HS Principal



From the Elementary Principal

Dear Parents,
Happy New Year! It’s great to be back.
It’s been a delight to talk with our students from all grades about their holidays. Some families
stayed in Aberdeen, many travelled around Scotland, and others travelled further afield to explore
new and familiar destinations like Malaysia, Australia, Nigeria, Mexico, France, Spain, England,
Norway, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Denmark, Canada, the USA, or various other worldwide
locations.
A long break is especially welcome to those returning to their home country to be with family
and/or get back into their own house. Besides giving a list of locations, the children were most
excited to discuss their holiday in terms of whom they were with. My favourite story was a girl
who enjoyed her new puppy! I’m assuming that many of our students also enjoyed ‘lazy’ mornings,
where they woke up late. On Monday, there were a number of yawns from children not used to
an early start! By Tuesday, however, energy levels were restored and conversations were as
animated as ever.
As we start back to school in 2019, we hope to continue the positive spirit and genuine
momentum for learning developed since August. Each of the teachers has begun new units of
study to engage our students from the start with learning opportunities. In the Elementary, we’ve
also been fortunate to have new students join us, with seven children starting this week. Look out
for more information about 2019 plans in the newsletters/blogs sent out by the teachers.
Progress Reports
On 25th January, mid-year progress reports will be sent out. The reports serve at least two
important functions. In a direct manner, they are an appraisal of student work. Second, and
equally important, the report card is a useful tool to help guide future student progress. The
second quarter reports include a teacher narrative section. It’s important that each student picks
out one or two goals to work on for the second half of the year. Parents are encouraged to
discuss teacher comments found in the narrative section to help reinforce goals discussed with
teachers and their students. As always, please don’t hesitate to contact appropriate teachers or
Administrators if you have any questions about ISA programmes and/or student progress.
Best regards,
Don Newbury,
Elementary Principal
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From the HS Counsellor

Next Wednesday, 16th January, Camps International are visiting ISA at lunchtime (1:00-1:30pm) see attached poster. It’s an opportunity for HS Students to learn about what they do and possibly
participate in one of their trips!
Heather Barker
HS Counsellor



From the Fine Arts Department

Happy New Year from the ISA Fine Arts Department! We hope you had an enjoyable holiday and
hope you enjoy the wonderful recitals, exhibits and events we have planned for you this semester!

The Friendship Concert
Wednesday, 6th February, 2019
9:15 am
The Queen Elizabeth Theatre

A lovely recital showcasing our middle school musicians, actors and
Grade 5 singers!

Page 4 of 5



From the Transport Co-ordinator

BE SEEN, BE SAFE!
It is disappointing to see that only a few of the students who were allocated Hi Viz vests are now
wearing these to and from school. For the childen’s safety and until the days become lighter,
please ensure they wear these every day.
Ron Falconer
Transport Co-ordinator.



From the School Nurse

Welcome back! I hope you have all had a great break and are back into the swing of things.
This week, I just wanted to give a little reminder to you all with regard to our little friend, the
Head Louse.
As usual, head lice are always on the go; don’t panic, as this is an extremely common occurrence
in schools. The best way to know if your child or you have head lice is to comb through your hair
when wet. If you find any then you can go to your local pharmacy and buy one of the proprietary
brand treatments or ask for a “Bug Busting Kit”, all of which can be supplied on the minor illness
system. There is no need to attend your GP for the treatment of head lice.
If your child does have head lice then it is best to treat the whole family, and also if you could
advise the school as this is our only way of knowing how many cases there are. There is an
excellent
website
that
you
can
access
to
give
you
more
information:
http://www.chc.org/homedir/faq.cfm
So now I have you all itching (me too!), have a great weekend and see you all next week.
Karen
School Nurse

RECYCLING FOR A GOOD CAUSE …

USED POSTAGE STAMPS

Please collect all your used postage stamps and hand them in to Mary Rayne, Elementary School Secretary.
They will be sent off to The Oldies Club which is a charity for old dogs. They rescue and try to find forever homes
for older dogs … http://www.oldies.org.uk/
Thank you
Mary
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BE SEEN
BE SAFE
Wearing the right clothing
when out on the roads makes a
huge difference to your safety.

Most of the students at ISA
travel to and from school by
bus.

Free hi vis for pre-K to grade
3. Free reflective discs for
grade 4 and up.

35 % of all traffic accidents
involving pedestrians happen in
the dark. Wearing a reflective
item in the dark reduces the risk
of being run over by 85 %. If you
use reflective items, it will give
the driver a whole 10 seconds to
respond, as opposed to 2 second
without reflectives!

During winter months that will
involve a commute in the
dark. Students are vulnerable
walking to and from their pickup and drop-off locations and
when crossing the road.
Wearing Hi vis clothing and
reflective discs will greatly
improve their safety.

These hi vis items have been
paid for by the PTO through
their enrichments programme.
Please encourage your
children to wear their hi vis
every day for the journey to
and from school!

For further information please contact Ronald
Falconer at RFALCONER@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

High School Students
Lunchtime Talk By James West from:

 They have camps set within local communities in Central and South America, East Africa and South East
Asia.
 Students will have the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills by participating in wildlife and
environmental projects as well as getting to experience different cultures and make a long-term
difference to local communities.
 Students also get to take part in an exciting adventure element whilst on expedition giving them an
opportunity to enhance their Personal Statement.

Wednesday 16th January 1-1:30pm in MPR 1

It’s the YEARBOOK!!
Order Form for 2018-19 Book
The price of this year’s book is £25. The book will be distributed in the spring.
(Please make cheques payable to ‘International School of Aberdeen’ or ‘ISA’.)

Students’ names, grade levels (and in case of elementary students please also include teacher’s name):
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
Date: ___________________________________
Payment of £____ made by:
Cash

Cheque

Card

IPayImpact

cheque # ___________________________
Yearbooks may be paid for in the business office. No money to be accepted at Reception. Books will be
distributed in the spring by the Yearbook staff.

Customer Receipt
The price for yearbooks is £25 per book.
Number of books ordered and paid for: _____
Family name: __________________________
Date: ___________________________________
Payment of £______ made by:
Cash

Cheque

Card

IPayImpact

cheque # ___________________________

Yearbooks may be paid for in the business office. No money to be accepted at Reception. Books will be distributed in

the spring by the Yearbook staff.

In case of cash payment: Signature

of salesperson/Business Office stamp: __________

ISA Parent Teacher Organization

pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

Happy new year!
Friday 11th January 2019

Welcome Back!
Happy new year! Welcome to our new families and welcome back to
our returning families. We have some fun events coming up... a little
something for everyone!
We are looking forward to another successful Burns night ceilidh for
the adults. Why not get a few friends together and dance off the
excesses of the festive season. Then join us at the start of February
with the whole family for a fun filled family winter social.

Volunteer Opportunities
If you would like to get more involved in school, we would love to
welcome you. We appreciate any time that you are able to give for
the benefit of our children, teachers and staff. Volunteering casually
or with PTO is a win win. Please reach out to Alison our volunteer
coordinator, email the PTO on pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk, follow us
on Facebook or simply approach one of the parents wearing the
purple lanyard for more information.

ISA PTO cordially invites you to join us

Burns Supper & Ceilidh
Our Burns night ceilidh will take place on the
evening of January 26th. Please contact us on
pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk to book your
tickets or to book a table.

The cost is £25 per person and if you book a
table for 10 people you will receive a bottle
of wine as a thank you.Price includes Dinner
and Ceilidh. Bring your own drinks. Friends
outside the school are welcome.

26

JANUARY
th

2019

ISA Gym Hall - 6:30 to 11 pm

January
Friday, Jan 11th
Monday, Jan 14th
Friday, Jan 18th
Saturday, Jan 26th

February

Saturday, Feb 2nd
Monday, Feb 4th

Welcome Coffee
PTO Meeting
Spirit Wear Day
Adult Ceilidh

8:30 am
9:30 am
All day
6:30 pm

Winter Social
PTO Meeting

12:00 pm
9:30 am

Spirit wear on sale in 'The Street' every Wednesday from 2:30 - 4:30 pm.

PTO have an exciting new initiative:
Local businesses can opt into the Bronze, Silver or Gold tier Advertising Programme. We will be
advertising the Gold tier businesses on our Facebook page!
If you know of any companies who would like to opt into this programme, or if you would like more
details, please contact Jen Sword our PTO advertising member via email pto.advertising@gmail.com

Westhill Business Park,
Westhill, Aberdeenshire, AB32 6JL
Tel: 01224 515 254
Email: aberdeen@rochealthservices.com

North Deeside Road, Pitfodels,
Aberdeen, AB15 9YA,
Scotland, United Kingdom.
Tel: 01224 861000
Email: info@marcliffe.com

www.rocprivateclinic.com

www.marcliffe.com

Aberdeen Petroleum Club at Kippie Lodge
North Deeside Road
Milltimber
Aberdeen
AB13 0AB

51 Holburn Road
Aberdeen
AB10 6EY
Tel: 01224 212888
Email: info@beautyfountain.co.uk

Tel: 01224 734747
E: apc@kippielodge.co.uk
www.kippielodge.co.uk

www.beautyfountain.co.uk

Boutique Beauty
373 North Deeside Road
Cults
Aberdeen AB15 9SX
T: 01224 869500
E: hello@boutiquebeautyaberdeen.com

Innocent Aesthetics Ltd
481 Great Western Road
Aberdeen
AB10 6NN
Tel: 01224 325354
E: info@innocentaesthetics.co.uk

www.boutiquebeautyaberdeen.com

www.innocentaesthetics.co.uk

Disclaimer:
ISA PTO disclaims liability for loss or damage or any nature and extent resulting in directly or indirectly, from any use of the information and advertising presented on the
PTO Facebook page and notices. ISA PTO advertisers operate their own web-pages and social media accounts and may not claim or imply affiliation or endorsement with
ISA or ISA PTO. ISA PTO are not responsiblefor any content found on the websites that are hyper-linked to other public, or private organisations, nor do we guarantee the
accuracy of any linked information. ISA advertisers do not represent the views of ISA or ISA PTO.

