Important Dates
March
13
14
14
16-20
16
17
20
26
26
26&27
29
30-10 Apr



13th March 2020

MS Free Event, 4:00-6:00pm
SAT
PTO Murder Mystery Dinner, 7:00pm at The Marcliffe Hotel
IB Mock Exams
Community Band Performance during ES Assembly, 8:45am in The QET
‘Panorama’: Grade 1 & 2 Students in concert with Pandemonium, 2:15pm
“Pictures”: HS Play, 11:00am in The QET
PTO Staff Appreciation Lunch, 10:30am-12:00
EARLY DISMISSAL AT 11:00AM
Parent-Teacher Conferences – No school for students
CLOCKS GO FORWARD 1 HOUR AT 0100
SCHOOL SPRING HOLIDAY

From the Head of School

Dear Parents,
Sometimes I browse in libraries, looking for eye catching titles in the hope of coming across
something unexpected. One I couldn’t resist was ‘How Television is Entertaining Us to Death’ by
Neil Postman. It seemed such an unlikely title. It turned out to be a fairly academic, but very
readable book, on the rise of mass communications.
Postman rated the long forgotten telegraph as one of the most significant inventions of all history.
For the first time, humans could find out about an event occuring on the other side of the globe,
instantly. Previously, if you were aware of a house burning down right now, that is because you
were standing pretty close to it. The information would inspire you to action - either to run away
or to try to put it out. Our physiology isn’t designed to treat such current information as an item
of curiosity. What then happens when a new technology makes it possible to know about a
current emergency but you are too far away for us to do anything about it? Postman believed the
result was anxiety.
The telegraph was just the beginning. Since then we have moved through the telephone, radio, TV
and have now arrived at the internet. The historian, Eric Hobsbwan called the period 1789 to
1848, the Age of Revolutions; current times he dubbed, the Age of Anxiety. No wonder. We are
bombarded with images of concerning events from all over the globe.
This article started in a library I was in many years ago, but it cannot stay there. It has to
acknowledge the present conversation. The topic that dominates: Covid-19. Right now we may
not have experienced it or know anyone who has, but through mass media it has been lurking in
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our consciousness for nearly two months. Our children can follow the latest events from their
smart phones.
There are many practical measures we have been advised to take, but we should also acknowledge
that these are particularly anxious times in an age of anxiety, and more than ever we need to
consider our own mental well being and that of our children. It doesn’t hurt to repeat the advice
for schools passed to me last week and I put out on Tuesday:
Stay Positive - Remember to keep calm. If you show anxiety or fear, your child will pick up on this
and also feel nervous and afraid. Changes to the environment and routines can create unease.
Having calm, panic-free discussions can ease emotions around these changes. Check-in on how
your child is feeling and acknowledge and address their worries rather than ignore them.
Stick to the facts - It is important to have thoughtful conversations regarding the coronavirus to
dispel anxiety, worry or fear. Look at the facts. Consider your child’s age, processing, and
emotions to determine how to frame these conversations to ensure your child understands.
Consider Media Consumption - When looking online, consider the source and fact-check to
prevent fake news, and think before you share. Be mindful of how much media you are checking
and minimize how often you are reading stories. Try to keep a healthy balance (both online and
offline) in your daily routines and lifestyle.
Eliminate stigma - It is important to be aware of how the coronavirus is explained to your children
to avoid any person/group being blamed. Also to communicate that if someone has a fever or
cough does not mean this person has the coronavirus.
Best regards,
Nicholas Little
Head of School



From the MS/HS Principal

Dear Middle/High School Parents,
I hope you look to identify a time to meet with your child’s teachers and discuss their progress
later this month. The booking system for appointments opens at 4:00pm on 18th March.
Regardless of how events pan out over the upcoming days, these conferences will take place for
MS/HS and may be done virtually, using a similar set-up to the meeting system students would
follow in the event of a school closure.
Taking part in the conferences and attending open house sessions are important aspects of being
involved in what your child is doing. Further ways to engage could include asking children to take
you through their assignments or probing for reflections on what was learnt in a particular class.
Progress reports are now available through PowerSchool and should be considered essential
reading. Asking children about their school day as part of a daily routine will likely have a positive
impact on their academic performance.
We have given time to preparing students for the possibility of a school closure, and I hope you
will take time to read our guides so that the children are ready to continue their learning. We
have been able to learn from models utilised by other schools affected by the spread of
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Coronavirus, and I have been impressed by the collaboration and creativity our staff have shown
to make this as effective a tool as possible.
This has been a difficult week with a great deal of uncertainty, and I would expect a feeling of
apprehension to continue into the next. It is at times like this that our ability to pull together as a
community comes to the fore, and I am grateful for the input and understanding families have
shown over the impact on HS trips.
Angus Carmichael
MS/HS Principal



From the Elementary Principal

Dear Parents,
Perseverance
Each Monday, I have the privilege to present an assembly that celebrates achievements, student
activities, performances and a birthday quiz. The birthday quiz is a tradition established to
highlight/inform students about current events. This Monday, my birthday quiz for the Elementary
assembly will feature the prize given to an American seventh grader, Alexander Mathur. He won
NASA’s “Name the Rover” essay contest, with the word "Perseverance". The space agency will
use Alexander's suggested name, Perseverance, for the next Mars rover. Alexander wrote in his
winning essay, "We as humans evolved as creatures who could learn to adapt to any situation, no matter
how harsh. We are a species of explorers, and we will meet many setbacks on the way to Mars.
However, we can persevere."
Perseverance is an appropriate word to be discussing in many contexts just now (besides the
recent Elementary focus on the power of words during the book week activities). All of us are
focused on the potential impacts of the Coronavirus on our lives. Mr Little has directed the staff
to make a priority of preparing for the delivery of a virtual learning environment (“ISA Virtual
School”) in the case of school building closure. He continues to update families, based on
government advice. Meanwhile, the staff at school has been preparing/practising, in practical
terms, the manner in which the school would continue to promote effective learning during a
period in which the building would be closed. We hope these measures are never required, but
we plan to be prepared if current advice changes.
In the Elementary, the delivery of virtual learning will be co-ordinated through appropriate
classroom teachers and Pre-School staff. Parents will receive direct information through the prearranged online applications (i.e. email in Pre-School and Edmodo for Kindergarten through Grade
5). Students in Grades 3-5 will also be directed to refer to their Google Classrooms. The
students will have video links with their teachers first thing in the morning. At that
time, attendance will be taken and an outline of activities and expectations will be presented and
students will be given suggestions for how to manage their assignments. We strongly encourage
parents/guardians to be a part of these early morning video messages, especially as they will
involve your children sitting in front of a screen on a device at home (such as a phone, an
iPad/tablet, a laptop/Chromebook or PC). The Elementary approach allows for flexible timings
during the day, hopefully accommodating families and the manner in which parents can manage
schooling at home, especially if there are several siblings.
To help our students to prepare for the possibility of virtual learning, we plan to discuss with
children, both at the upcoming assembly, and in classrooms, what learning from home might look
like and how individuals can make the most of the opportunity. We’re making a special emphasis
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on the importance of managing a schedule, with support from school and home, and taking
advantage of learning opportunities that can be sensibly done from home. We don’t want
Elementary children to spend hours in front of computer screens, so the assignments presented
will also include common-sense activities like reading and exercise each day.
I hope the virtual classroom doesn’t become a reality, and if it does occur that it is short-lived.
But, as a school we are striving to be prepared for the possibility. Like all our efforts on behalf of
your children, we continue to benefit/rely on a close partnership with our families. We welcome
your questions, and thank you for your continuing support.
Best regards,
Don Newbury,
Elementary Principal



From the Fine Arts Department

Bravo to the ISA HS Jazz Band for their outstanding performance in the
2020 Aberdeen Youth Jazz Festival! What a great way to bring some
music and cheer to the Aberdeen community! Excellent work!
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The Elementary School – Community Band Performance
Monday, 16th March 2020
During the Elementary School Assembly
The QET
8:45am
The adults and the children join musical forces to perform for you at this Elementary School
Assembly! Be sure to attend and cheer them on!
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“PICTURES”

An original play about Mussorgsky’s famous ‘Pictures At An Exhibition’
Friday, 20th March
11:00am
The Queen Elizabeth Theatre
Come enjoy a brief history of Mussorgsky’s ‘Pictures At An Exhibition’ in this original play created
by 12 ISA high schoolers.

The Fine Arts Team



From the Transport Co-ordinator

REPEATED FROM LAST WEEK:
TRAVEL DISRUPTION
I have received notification that between 9:00am on 18th March until 6:00pm on 26th March there
will be roadworks, a diversion in place, and a prohibition of driving on the North Deeside Road at
the junctions of Ballieswells Road, Bieldside Station Road, and Cairn Road to allow resurfacing
works. This will affect the routes of buses 1, 3 5 and 7. Delays and congestion are likely, with
pick-up and drop-off times affected.

Thistle Talk is a great way to find out what is going on in the school, but you can get a lot more
from our social media sites. Log into us at https://www.linkedin.com/company/internationalschool-aberdeen and https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSchoolAberdeen/ and get the stories
behind the stories.
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MS
FREE
EVENT
FRIDAY 13TH MARCH
4-6PM

BIG GYM HALL
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
Table tennis, Giant Jenga,
Spike-ball, Hula-Hoops, Chess,
Twister, Skipping rope,
Circus, The legs, Foosball
…and many more

FOOD IN CAFETERIA:
Pizza, Chicken Nuggets,
Vegetarian
Sweet treats

FREE TO ATTEND

NEWS
FROM
YOUR
PTO

ISA Parent Teacher
Organisation

MAR 13
2020

PTO VACANCIES

We have some shoes to fill! Since some
of our beloved PTO members are
leaving their posts after 3 years, we are
looking for new team members. If you
would like to know more about our
vacancies, please meet us in the street
on Monday 9, Wednesday 11, Friday 13 or
Monday 16 of March. Deadline for
application is March 20th. You can use
the online application form, if you
would like to join the PTO.

pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

SECRETARY
TREASURER
SPIRIT WEAR COORDINATOR
SPIRIT WEAR ASSOCIATE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CEC REP
FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR
BUDDY COORDINATOR
ENRICHMENTS

DEADLINE
MARCH 31

ISA PTO works to raise funds to support
the enrichment requests submitted by
our ISA community. Teachers, staff and
parents are welcome to make an
“enrichment request” to the PTO for
the part or full sponsorship of their
project, activity or item. Application
deadline for this term is March 31st. If
you have any ideas or suggestions that
can benefit the school, now is the time!

STAFF APPRECIATION LUNCH
MARCH 26
On Thursday March 26th, between
10:30 AM and 12:00 noon, we will host
the annual PTO staff appreciation
lunch. Staff are always looking forward
to this event, since our international
community makes for a huge variety of
food served! We will share further
details next week in case parents wish
to contribute to the event. Stay tuned!

PARENT
TEACHER
CONFERENCES
MARCH 26 & 27
EARLY
DISMISSAL
MARCH 26, 11:00
STUDENT
HOLIDAY
MARCH 27

NEXT PTO
MEETING
Thursday
April 16
8.30 AM
St Andrews
meeting room

PTO
ADVERTS
PAGE

MAR 13
2020

PTO have an exciting new initiative
Local businesses can opt into the
Bronze, Silver or Gold tier Advertising
Programme. We will be advertising
the Gold tier businesses on our
Facebook page! If you know of any
companies who would like to opt into
this programme, or if you would like
more details, please contact PTO via
email pto.advertising@gmail.com or
pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk.

Cammach Bryant
As specialist recruiters, we deal with matters
of the heart and the mind every day. Our
clients need brilliant candidates and our
candidates want brilliant employers. Simple
really. This is our open and honest approach
to how we run our business.
E: recruitment@cammachbryant.com
T: +44 (0)1224 894444
W: www.cammachbryant.com

RECRUITMENT SPECIALISTS FOR ALL LEVELS
OF PERMANENT, TEMPORARY AND
CONTRACT POSITIONS.

The Marcliffe Hotel
The Marcliffe is a luxurious, relaxed and
ultra-elegant five-star country hotel set in its
own picturesque grounds on the outskirts
of the historic city of Aberdeen. It offers a
range of superb facilities, which has earned
it membership of the coveted Small Luxury
Hotels of the World.
www.marcliffe.com

McCue Wealth Management
We provide bespoke wealth management
advice to private and corporate clients. With
offices in Aberdeen and Westhill, we are
able to provide advice to clients across both
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire.
mccuewealthmanagement.co.uk
Disclaimer: ISA PTO disclaims liability for loss or damage or any nature and extent resulting in directly or indirectly, from any use of the
information and advertising presented on the PTO Facebook page and notices. ISA PTO advertisers operate their own web-pages and
social media accounts and may not claim or imply affiliation or endorsement with ISA or ISA PTO. ISA PTO are not responsiblefor any
content found on the websites that are hyper-linked to other public, or private organisations, nor do we guarantee the accuracy of any
linked information. ISA advertisers do not represent the views of ISA or ISA PTO.
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information and advertising presented on the PTO Facebook page and notices. ISA PTO advertisers operate their own web-pages and
social media accounts and may not claim or imply affiliation or endorsement with ISA or ISA PTO. ISA PTO are not responsiblefor any
content found on the websites that are hyper-linked to other public, or private organisations, nor do we guarantee the accuracy of any
linked information. ISA advertisers do not represent the views of ISA or ISA PTO.

