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29th May 2020 

Important Dates 

 

June 

2 Classes Finish for Grade 10 Students 

3 Start of Grades 9 & 11 Semester 2 Exams 

3 All Grade 10 Students to Meet with Ms Barker, 11:00-12:00am 

3 MS Arts Afternoon, 2:00-3:00pm 

9 MS House Challenges and Awards 

10 Virtual ES Assembly, 9:00am 

10 Virtual MS/HS Assembly, 10:00am 

10 EARLY DISMISSAL AT 11:00am – START OF SCHOOL SUMMER HOLIDAY 

 

 
 

PARENTS/STUDENTS:  Please remember the daily Notice link at:  

https://sites.google.com/isa247.org.uk/isa-virtual-school/home 
 

 

 

 From the Head of School 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

£5 for the seven books a student needs for a course doesn’t seem such an unreasonable price.  In 

1400 though it was a year’s wage for a master carpenter or three years’ house rent.  The student 

who bought these books, paid just over £1 for his year’s tuition at Oxford.   

 

In the past, information cost.  Not just good information or inside information.  Any information.  No 

wonder education put such a premium on memorisation.  A good memory could save you a fortune. 

 

Today we are bombarded with information; Kindle lets you download the classics for free and 

shelling out cash for a dictionary or encyclopedia is quaintly old fashioned. 

 

Over the last two months we have become acutely dependent on computers as a communication and 

presentation tool.  These tools have replaced non-digital alternatives with some neat add-ons: emails 

are faster than real letters and easier to post; PowerPoint has better graphics than a whiteboard; 

unlike a ledger book Excel adds up its own columns.  However, they don’t require a new way of 

thinking. 

 

We shifted rapidly from the challenge of information scarcity to information over-abundance; we 

need new skills for this new age.  How many different professions use spreadsheets?  From education 

https://sites.google.com/isa247.org.uk/isa-virtual-school/home
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and banking to shipping and engineering.  How many of the sheets evolve into monsters of thousands 

of rows and hundreds of columns referencing other sheets with repeated information? 

 

Organisational information is routinely organised badly because few well educated people in the 

current working population know how databases work; yet they are routinely creating them as part 

of their working life.   

 

Traditional IT courses have prepared students to use particular applications (generally Word and 

Excel) - the tools of the information age.  But what students really need to understand is the way of 

thinking that lies behind.  The problem in most organisations is not that people don’t know how to 

use Excel; it is that they don’t know how to organise information.   

 

From August 2020, Grade 6 will start a new computational thinking course which they will follow up 

through Middle School, building on the skills they learnt in Elementary.  It aims for every student to 

leave school able to program a computer, construct a database and perform data analysis. 

 

The interesting part is not the language they learn or the tool they use but the thinking that goes 

behind it:  

●  Decomposition: breaking down problems into smaller tasks. 

●  Pattern recognition: identifying similarities, differences and patterns within the problem. 

●  Abstraction: identifying general principles and filtering out unnecessary information. 

●  Algorithm design: identifying and organising the steps needed to solve the problem.   

 

Being international, ISA is not tied to national systems which are frequently slow to adapt, but like 

multinational companies can take best practice from around the world.  We don’t have to go as far 

back as 1400 to marvel at how much the world has changed; in our lifetimes, there has been a 

computer revolution.  ISA provides an education that prepares students for a world of change and 

opportunity.   

 
Best regards, 

 

Nicholas Little 

Head of School 

 

 

 From the MS/HS Principal 

 

Dear Middle/High School Parents, 

 

This week, we have been able to enjoy some excellent musical performances and shared in an 
amazing art exhibition.  We are planning fun events for MS students to close out the year, and our 

Grade 9 and 11 students will be preparing for semester exams (timetable here).  Grade 10 students 

will meet with Ms Barker on Wednesday, 3rd June to begin looking in more detail at career and 

college options.  

 

The re-opening of school is a topic at the front of our minds, and we are cautiously piecing together 

our calendar for next year, knowing that a lot of the great annual field trips probably cannot take 

place in the near future at least.  We will seek alternative means to build relationships within grade 

levels and give students similar experiential learning opportunities wherever possible. I am pleased 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iQtxaasZ3giE5NCFSdczD76_EH2u7lpg551CiCQT0Xo/edit?usp=sharing
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that we are planning to hold a graduation for our current Grade 12 students in August to mark their 

time at the school. 
 

Sadly, at our final assembly we will bid farewell to several students and also some teachers who are 

moving on.  Jenny Warren has primarily been teaching in ES this year but she has been continuing the 

Spanish language acquisition of our Grade 6 students, and many of her current class have benefited 

from her teaching for several years now during her six year tenure at ISA.  Jenny has shown a passion 

for utilising technology in her lessons and has made effective use of a variety of platforms to engage 

students.  Also in the Spanish department, Jorgelina Ubet is leaving us after 12 years at ISA.  Once 

described to me by a former head of school as ‘the person whose class you visit when you need 

cheering up’, her positive attitude, diligence and child-centred approach have benefited countless 

students and made her a real asset to our community.  

 

Andy Field leaves ISA after 10 years to join his family in Canada and will be greatly missed at Middle 

and High School.  As a classroom teacher he brings a great deal of enthusiasm and joy to his students, 

and in his administrative role he has added colour to our routines and shown strong leadership, 

helping our students to embody the ISA Values.  From the office opposite Andy, we also say goodbye 

to Annette Brand, who has been with us for longer than most of our students have been alive - 18 

years!  An incredible length of service filled with patience, kindness and an overwhelming desire to 

help everyone in our community.  Another long-serving staff member is Lesley Blackstock, who 

retires after 12 years at ISA.  Often working quietly behind the scenes, her steady hand has helped 

steer us through some difficult periods when the local oil-dependent economy has faltered. 

 

The virtual environment we live in at the moment makes it more difficult to say goodbye to friends 

and colleagues this year but, to all our leavers, students and staff, I want to thank you for all you have 

brought to our community over the years and wish you well for the future. 

 

Angus Carmichael 

MS/HS Principal  

 

 

 From the Elementary Principal 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

As we come to the final weeks of virtual school, it’s beneficial to reflect upon what was learned by 

the school, the community and, most importantly, by the students in this ‘lockdown’ experiment. 
  

We have plenty of data of what our staff and parents thought during different stages of the virtual 

classes.  There were comments in the numerous surveys given about lack of time, stress, too much 

work (and that was just the teachers!).  Parents told of us of the struggle to simultaneously juggle 

being mums and dads, workers, doing their professional jobs, and surrogate teachers. Sometimes 

parents reflected upon the exhaustion of feeding kids, especially teenagers, and playing the role of 

referee/entertainer for restless young children during the day.  Of course, there were also many in 

our community who found great satisfaction in being able to spend so much uninterrupted time 

together as a family. 

  

From the latest surveys and countless emails received by teachers, we also learned that ISA is a 

community that grows stronger through challenge, makes adjustments through feedback, and is also 

laser focused on making improvements according to what is in the best interest of children, families 

and the school staff.  Wellness Wednesday was an essential pause button in the middle of the week 

for everyone. 
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There is no question that learning continued since March.  For many children it’s been a time to 

excel, others to get by, and some to just about get through the work without giving up.  The 
successes we found during virtual learning were a result of hard work, a commitment to maintaining 

the strong health and well-being of everyone, and a desire to adjust work and working relations to 

assure the needs/priorities of each child were met to the best of our ability.  I’m not a boastful 

person, but, if I were, I would brag about the amount of contacts our teachers had with their 

students on a daily basis. 

  

The most heartwarming stories were of children discovering their potential to be successful, to be 

independent, to spread joy within the family, and to plan each day so their was always a purpose, 

whether to complete school work, develop personal projects or work and play happily with others.  

We all came to understand how vital our connections are to each other.  At the same time, many of 

us learned/mastered new technology to express ourselves, complete tasks and, most importantly, 

communicate with others. 

  

This week, an Elementary survey was given to all of the children from kindergarten through fifth 

grade.  I’ll end this Thistle article with a sampling (29) of what the students felt they learned about 

themselves during lockdown and what they could improve. 

  
I learned: 

… how to be more independent. 

… how to write a diary. 

… that I like sitting in certain places, like my living room, but I don't really like sitting at the kitchen. 

… I enjoy working from home. I like being able to choose the order of my tasks. 

… I enjoyed all of the extra family time with my siblings and parents. 

… I love to build things, use my hands and play independently. I can bake!!! 

… that seeing people on screen is not the same as in real life. 

… I did not know that during home school I could write more than in school, because I can concentrate more. 

… I am very active in learning, but get easily distracted by YouTube. 

… I became more responsible as I needed to help my sister. 

… I can do my work on my own, but I really do better with a group. I find it hard to stay on task sometimes,      

especially with my writing assignments. 

… I avoid answering questions that I find uncomfortable. 

… I've learned that I'm interested in technology and that I need my friends. 

… about doing my best on anything that I do, and concentrating on whatever it is that I do. 

… it was fun studying from home like a grown up. 

… work at home makes me grumpy often. 

… I learned that you need to be more responsible and you need to keep track of time. 

… I leaned that I have to plan my days so I get everything done. 

… I mistakenly thought staying at home would be more fun than going to school, but it’s not really. 

… I learned that we could still be connected, even if we are apart 

… I am actually a lot more patient then I thought. 

… that I get to interact with family and friends from online and I get my work done quicker when I 

    am at home. 

… that we could still be connected, even if we are apart. 

… I need friends to keep me happy. 

… I can be very independent and that I can actually do things by myself. 

... learning another language is the biggest struggle with virtual learning. 

… I need more perseverance when a task is not easy for me. 

… I need to get better working by myself. 

… I learned that I can make my boredom into useful fun. 
  

  

Best regards, 

 

Don Newbury,  

Elementary Principal 
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 From the HS Counsellor to All Grade 10 Students 

 

Ms Barker will meet with all Grade 10 Students on Wednesday, 3rd June from 11:00-12:00am to have 

students start on their career/university/college pathways research.  Please join the Google Meet in 

the ‘G10-HBarker’ Group Chat.  A resource folder will be shared with you next week to help you 
with your research. 

 

Heather Barker 

HS Counsellor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From the Fine Arts Department 

 
BRAVO to the ES Musicians on an outstanding Virtual Spring Concert!  Your creativity, ingenuity and 

commitment to the event was incredible!  Be very proud of your work!  We are proud of you! 

 

Thank you for joining us in Jazz In The Street.  Well done to all the students who had commentaries 

throughout the performance.  It was a great way to share things you have done this year.  Special 

well done to our two seniors leaving this year - Emma & Sophie!  Thank you for your hard work and 

dedication to the ISA Jazz Band. 

   

See everyone next year in The Street when you will hear our year live! 

 

The ISA Performing Arts Department would like to give a HUGE ‘Thank You’ to Gayle Veitch & 

Morio Kajiwara for your help, guidance and patience with getting the presentations together and out 

to the public.  Literally, we could not have done it without you.  THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

MS Arts Afternoon 

Wednesday, 3rd June, 2020 

2:00 - 3:00pm 
 

Enjoy a virtual play, some original music and some great artwork by the ISA Middle School! 

 

 

 

 

All the best, 

The Fine Arts Team - Lisa, Catherine, Nicolina, Javier & Kent 
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Thistle Talk is a great way to find out what is going on in the school, but you can get a lot more 

from our social media sites.  Log into us at https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-

school-aberdeen and  https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSchoolAberdeen/  and get the stories 

behind the stories. 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-school-aberdeen
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-school-aberdeen
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSchoolAberdeen/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Online Gaming: risks 
 

Ofcom’s latest report on media use shows 35% of children aged 5 – 7 are playing 
games online, this rises to 66% of 8 – 11 year olds and 72% of 12 – 15 year olds.* 
There are risks associated with playing games online, one of these being that 
many games such as FIFA, Fortnite, Minecraft and Call of Duty (COD) feature chat 
facilities. This heightens the risk of bullying and potentially online grooming as 
some people may use the online chat features to build a relationship with your 
child. For some games, the chat can be turned off and depending on the age of 
your child, this may be the safest manner for your child to play games online. 
 

What can I do? 
 

Review what games your children are playing and check the PEGI rating (age 
rating).  Should your child be playing that game?  As always talk to your child 
about what they are playing and discuss the following points: 

 Do they know how to report and block players? 

 Encourage them not to share personal information online.  If somebody 
asks them for personal information, to meet up or if they just feel uneasy then 
make sure that they know that they should talk to a trusted adult.   

 Tell your child that they should be very wary of anybody who encourages 
them to keep anything secret or who offers to buy them gifts. 

 Talk to your child about the importance of only accepting friends. 
 
If somebody does do anything inappropriate then you should report that person 
using the in game reporting options.  If you think somebody has tried to groom 
your child online then you can report this to CEOP. CEOP can help in a number of 
ways, for example they can assist you if you are worried that your child is being 
groomed online or if somebody is asking your child to communicate with them 
on a live-streaming platform.  (https://www.ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/).  
 

Further information about Grooming:  
 

 https://parentinfo.org/article/what-you-need-to-know-about-online-
grooming  

 https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/briefings/grooming  

 
*(source: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/media-literacy-

research/childrens/children-and-parents-media-use-and-attitudes-report-2019).   

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. 
Current as of the date released 1.6.20. 

 

  June 2020 Online Safety Newsletter  

YouTube 

 

Are you concerned about your 
child using YouTube?  
Inappropriate content can be 
found on YouTube, there are 
some steps that you can take to 
make it a safer environment:  
 

 Turn on Restricted mode – 
this mode restricts the 
availability of mature content. 

 Sit with your child and see 
what they are watching or set 
rules that devices can only be 
used in family areas. 

 Ensure your child knows how 
to report inappropriate 
content. 

 Make sure your child 
understands that they can talk 
to you if they see anything 
that makes them feel 
uncomfortable online. 

 
YouTube Kids (for children 12 and 
under)is also available with the 
option to select the shows you 
prefer your child to watch, 
however inappropriate content 
has also been found on here too.  
 
To post videos on YouTube, you 
should be over 13 years of age.  
YouTube have produced these tips 
for those that do upload content: 
https://support.google.com/youtu
be/answer/2802244?hl=en-GB  
 

Further information 
 https://www.internetmatters.

org/hub/guidance/youtube-
tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-
children-entertained-and-
safe/ 

 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/
https://parentinfo.org/article/what-you-need-to-know-about-online-grooming
https://parentinfo.org/article/what-you-need-to-know-about-online-grooming
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/briefings/grooming
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/media-literacy-research/childrens/children-and-parents-media-use-and-attitudes-report-2019
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/media-literacy-research/childrens/children-and-parents-media-use-and-attitudes-report-2019
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2802244?hl=en-GB
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2802244?hl=en-GB
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/youtube-tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-children-entertained-and-safe/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/youtube-tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-children-entertained-and-safe/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/youtube-tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-children-entertained-and-safe/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/youtube-tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-children-entertained-and-safe/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/youtube-tips-and-tricks-to-keep-your-children-entertained-and-safe/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
It’s really important to regularly chat to your child about their online lives but 
it can sometimes be difficult to start these conversations.  We thought these 
resources may help you to start these conversations:  
 

 https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Let's-talk-about-life-online.pdf 

 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/talking-child-online-safety/ 

 

 

 
 

Instagram is used to post photos and videos.  Users can also DM (direct 
message), send disappearing messages, add to their stories (these disappear 
after 24 hours) and broadcast using IGTV.  You should be over 13 years of age 
to set up an account.  You should be aware that Instagram have released the 
following new features: 

 The ability to delete up to 25 unwanted (negative) comments all at 
once as well as block or restrict multiple accounts at the same time.  

 As tags and mentions can be used to target or bully, you can now 
choose whether you want everyone, only people you follow or no one 
to be able to tag or mention you in a comment, caption or story. 

 

Further information 
 Read about the new features in more detail here: 

https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/continuing-our-
work-to-fight-online-bullying/ 

 More tips from Instagram including how to manage privacy: 
https://help.instagram.com/154475974694511 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There has been a recent ‘zoombombing’ incident in Plymouth where children 
were exposed to distressing content**.  Zoombombing is a term resulting from 
those users who are entering meetings uninvited to post inappropriate 
content.  
 
You can read further steps to follow as a host or participant to try and reduce 
this happening here:  http://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Online-Safety-Newsletter_Zoom.pdf  
 

(**Source: https://thecpsu.org.uk/news/2020-05-nspcc-warns-of-zoom-security-risks/) 

The revised Childnet 
Film Competition 
 

The Childnet Film Competition is 
now in its 11th year and is open to 
all young people based in the UK. 
The challenge is to create a 
positive, short online safety film or 
a storyboard with a script. The 
competition closes 22nd June 2020.  
Further information is available 
here: 
 
https://www.childnet.com/resourc
es/film-competition/2020 

Thinking critically 
 

We need to develop digital literacy 
skills in our children by encouraging 
them to think critically of what they 
read online and fact checking.  This 
blog contains some practical tips to 
help develop these skills: 

Is social media a 
concern for you? 
 

This is an interesting short video for 
you to watch looking at the fear 
parents may have around social 
media.  This page also includes 
further links to resources around 
social media: 
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/r
esources/social-media-advice-hub/ 
 
 

        Let’s talk 

      update 

https://www.co
mmonsensemed
ia.org/blog/new
s-literacy-101 
 

Instagram 

     reminder Zoom 

Online Safety 

https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Let's-talk-about-life-online.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/continuing-our-work-to-fight-online-bullying/
https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/continuing-our-work-to-fight-online-bullying/
https://help.instagram.com/154475974694511
http://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Online-Safety-Newsletter_Zoom.pdf
http://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Online-Safety-Newsletter_Zoom.pdf
https://thecpsu.org.uk/news/2020-05-nspcc-warns-of-zoom-security-risks/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/film-competition/2020
https://www.childnet.com/resources/film-competition/2020
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-advice-hub/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-advice-hub/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/news-literacy-101
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/news-literacy-101
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/news-literacy-101
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/news-literacy-101


M A Y  2 9  
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N E X T  P T O
M E E T I N GAlthough we have suspended most of the remaining

PTO activities, we still ask you to submit your
enrichment requests (deadline extended until May 31st,
2020) and PTO job applications. Please use the links on
both sides of this block. If you have any questions, please
reach out. For more information about the PTO and the
roles/responsibilities for the PTO board members; please
check the ISA website; About > People > PTO >
Download > PTO Handbook for Families.

Since a few more PTO members are
moving back to their home countries or
leaving school, we have more PTO roles
vacant after Summer. These are:
Volunteer Coordinator, Boosters
Coordinator, Social Coordinator, Social
Associate and Fundraising Coordinator.
Besides the PTO roles we are also
looking for class event coordinators for
a few of the grades. 

N E W S
F R O M
Y O U R  
P T O

ISA Parent Teacher 
Organisation

pto@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Board and Associate
candidate slate

Just a few more days left, before the
Summer holidays begin. This year
saying goodbye to school will look very
different to what we are used to. Pre-
School will celebrate their end-of-year
on Tuesday June 9th at 10.00AM with
early dismissal at 11.00AM. ES will have
their final assembly on Wednesday
June 10th at 9.00AM, MS/HS at 10.00AM
with early dismissal at 11.00AM.

PTO ROLES AND CECs

PTO ENRICHMENTS & APPLICATIONS

Please see all selected candidates in
box left. The PTO will vote on the slate
via email. Results will be announced in
the PTO Thistle page before Summer. If
you want to join PTO, for any position,
please submit the application form via
bottom right of the page. See also
information below on other PTO and
CEC roles for next year.

£

CANDIDATE
Julie Currie
Federica Micheli
Cheryl McIntyre
Laurie Huff
June Brown
Susan Boyd
VACANT

ROLE
Secretary
Treasurer
ES CEC REP
Buddy Coordinator
Spirit Wear Coordinator
Spirit Wear Associate
Fundraising Coordinator

ES
Pre-K
KG
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3 
Grade 4
Grade 5

MS
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8
 
HS
Grade 9
Grade 10
Grade 11
Grade 12

Class Event Coordinator 
Roles in green are taken, roles in
purple still open. Elementary School
CECs are usually chosen by the ES
staff. Middle and High School CECs
are selected by the MS and HS PTO
Representatives. If you would like to
put your name forward for
consideration, please use the PTO
board application form bottom right
of the page.

https://forms.gle/V8u4mpzeqkLmd2idA
https://forms.gle/wY4wsGuBswtN1GmK6
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand
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