Important Dates

8th February 2019

February 2019
7-9
MS Basketball Tournament
8
MS Fun Night, 5:30-8:00pm (NB: change of finish time from 8:30pm)
9
ACT
12&13
International Schools Assessment (Grades 3-9)
15
Teacher In-Service – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
18-22
FEBRUARY SCHOOL HOLIDAY
25&26
IB Mock Exams
26
‘Alternative Routes to University’ with Inspiring Futures, 8:30am
26
Grade 10 Parents Information Evening, 6:30-7:30pm



From the Head of School

Dear Parents,
One of the biggest changes in my lifetime is the rise of mobile phones. When I was a child, if you
wanted to receive a phone call, you had to be somewhere specific – which generally meant at
home or in someone’s office. Now I can be anywhere. The mobile phone is a transformational
technology, but before it was a technological breakthrough, it was conceptual one. And this was
made possible by a Motorola engineer, Marty Cooper, asking his development team the simple
question, “why do we take it as a fact that when we want to call a person, we have to call a
particular place?”
I once came across a quote from an elementary school student (not one of ours): “I get it; science
is just like spelling. You just have to memorize it and it doesn't make any sense.” Children in his
school may be acquiring facts; they are not developing knowledge. We ask questions to make
sense of the world, and we have to be motivated to ask – they have to be relevant to us
personally and help us build meaning. When we passively receive information, it can easily be
meaningless.
I visited our Pre-School this week. The children had been finding out about different adults who
work in the school. They wanted to know who I was and what I did. However, they didn’t want
to listen to a long talk; they wanted to ask specific questions: questions that would link new
information to what they already understood so they could build meaning. “Is it hard being the
boss of the whole school?” one boy asked, thinking that one day he would like to be a boss.
“What do you do when there is a fire alarm?” asked another, who had seen me at the last drill
with a high-vis vest and a loud hailer.
Building out from their own experiences and aspirations I could explain what it means to be in
charge of a school. Asking the right questions is something that the Pre-School teachers had
already worked on with them. They won’t discover interesting things about the world with just
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one big question. I am sure Marty Cooper didn’t leave his team with the ‘particular place’
question and came back two years later to find the world’s first cell phone. The questioning
would have continued, more technical and more specific as their knowledge grew. It is the same
with ISA students. It was great to see our youngest ones being challenged to think of good
questions; a skill they will continue to develop throughout their time with us.
HSSE Warning
Please take extra care during freezing weather conditions. Whilst we make every effort to ensure
that external surfaces on campus are free from slipping hazards, this is not always possible during
the cold temperatures that we have experienced recently. If you find icy surfaces which make it
impossible to move about safely, please report this to Reception.
Kind regards,
Nicholas Little
Head of School



From the MS/HS Principal

Dear Middle/High School Parents,
I greatly enjoyed last weekend’s Winter Social and want to thank everyone involved with the
organisation of that event. This weekend, we are welcoming students from schools across the
region to our MS Basketball Tournament and there is a feeling of excitement and anticipation
ahead of the games. The Fun Night will bring the players and hosts together socially and will
create friendships that will hopefully extend into future competitions. Thanks to families who
hosted students; this is an essential component of these competitions. ISA students benefit from
getting to know children from other schools, and our athletes are welcomed by other families
when they travel to tournaments.
A special note of congratulations to everyone involved with the successful Friendship Concert on
Wednesday. It was a fine blend of song, music and dance. Well done also to our Go4Set team
whose 12-week project culminated in a presentation at Aberdeen University this week. The
students worked hard to design a house of the future, and along the way received mentoring from
an engineer from Taqa. It has been a very worthwhile experience for the six students in terms of
building collaborative skills, learning about STEM careers and developing their creative thinking and
problem-solving abilities.
It was wonderful to hear from our students at the recent Coffee Morning on activities such as
CAS, DofE and Go4Set. Our fantastic library remains an underused resource by many MS and HS
students, and the information I shared from Ms Crimp points to the importance and value of
picking up a book once in a while. I hope we can encourage our teenagers to read for pleasure
more often.
Next Friday is an in-service day, where a focus for teachers will be curriculum planning and
articulation. Teachers are working to ensure there is good vertical alignment within a subject and
are also trying to build links across disciplines to enhance the students’ learning experiences.
When we come back from the break, the FCD group (Freedom from Chemical Dependency) will
spend some time with students in Grades 7-12. There will also be a session open to parents on
6th March, and more information will be sent on that closer to the time.
Angus Carmichael
MS/HS Principal
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From the Elementary Principal

Dear Parents,
Elementary News
• A Visit by the Owls
The second graders have been learning about owls and researching information about them. Last
week they dissected owl pellets, and this week they got to see and hold some different owls. The
excitement was palpable! The eagle owl and the barn owl were particularly popular. John, from
the Huntly Falconry Centre, talked to the class and shared interesting information about the owls
he brought in. The fifth graders also enjoyed the visit.
• What Do You Like Best About ISA?
I recently asked this question to a number of students. Some responses included: everything, art,
when I go on stage, teachers, the fun, novel study, math and clubs. The one response in my very
unscientific inquiry that was mentioned most, however, was friends.
I’m sure it comes as no surprise that friends are vital to school-age children's healthy development.
In the Elementary School, friendships provide children with more than just fun playmates.
Friendships help children develop emotionally and can strongly influence behaviour patterns. In
interacting with friends, children learn many social skills, such as how to communicate, co-operate,
and solve problems. They practise controlling their emotions and responding to the emotions of
others. They develop the ability to think through and negotiate different situations that arise in
their relationships. Having friends even affects children's school performance. (Research has
shown that the biggest influence on learning comes from peers*.) Children tend to have better
attitudes about school and learning when they have friends there. In short, children benefit greatly
from having friends.
In our classrooms, we recognise the importance of working with each other and structure much
of our day around interaction, often through group work. Consider your child’s after-school
schedule. Is there time for unstructured play dates?
Next week, the Elementary classrooms have their friendship parties. This is organized at this time
of year to coincide with Valentine's Day, an event celebrated by many of our families. At ISA, we
choose to focus on the aspect of friendship and encourage our students to show appreciation
towards each other, including writing little notes or cards that they can hand out.
*John Hattie ‘Visible Learning’2013
Best regards,
Don Newbury,
Elementary Principal



From the IBDP Co-ordinator

The Extended Essay
The Grade 12 students have completed their Extended Essays and it is time to celebrate! Please
join us for the EE celebration on 13th February at 10:00am on the top floor of the High School.
This is an opportunity to recognize all the hard work the students have put in on their EE, and it is
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also a chance for the Grade 11 students to see what the end result will look like. They have just
begun their EE journey and are currently working on finding a research question and teacher to
supervise them.
Quite often, the task of figuring out ‘what to do’ can be one of the most difficult aspects of the EE
process. I am encouraging students to explore where their own personal interests lie, keeping in
mind that their research question will need to be interesting, feasible and acceptable. By 28th
February, students should have found a teacher who has agreed to be their supervisor.

(Philpoteducation.com)

Mock Exams
The Grade 12 students have their second round of mock exams coming up straight after the
February break. It is expected that they will use some of this break to revise. For those students
who may have no mocks or maybe only one subject to revise for, it is strongly suggested that they
begin revision for the mock exams on 11th & 12th March as this is a very busy mock session.
During the mock sessions, students are not expected at school unless they have an exam.
However, the library, reading room and university room are all available for their use should they
wish to come in to revise.
February

25th

26th

Morning

Economics P1

History P2

Afternoon

Economics P2 & P3

History P3
Math HL P1

March

11th

12th

Morning

ESS P1 & P2

English P2

Afternoon

Languages P1 & P2

Math SL & Studies P1 &
P2
Math HL P 2

Grade 10 IB Information
The grade 10 students had two ‘special’ lunch sessions last week, where they had the opportunity
to meet with the IB teachers. Departments discussed their different course offerings in order to
help guide the students with their upcoming course selections.
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Grade 10 parents are reminded of the upcoming parent night on Tuesday, 26th February. I will be
presenting on the benefits and requirements of the IB Programme, whilst Ms Barker will be
available to answer any questions you may have with regards to university applications.
Jennifer Purpura
IBDP Co-ordinator



From the Fine Arts Department

OUTSTANDING performances and collaboration from the entire ISA Performing Arts
Department!!! We started with some amazing jazz by the High School Jazz Band at the Winter
Social last Saturday! We took a trip to the south to hear ‘A Little Bit of Latin’ at Monday’s
Elementary Assembly from the Elementary School Band! And finally, at midweek, we were
entertained with music and dance of friendship by the Middle School Choir, Band and Dramatists!
WELL DONE to everyone involved with bringing some fantastic music and entertainment to the
ISA Community!!



From the Library

Author visit coming - Buy a book in advance to get it signed!
We are excited to announce that we have another author visiting
ISA for Book Week! Ali Sparkes will be in school on 4th-5th
March. She’ll be talking about some of her popular series, and
helping students in Grades 1-8 to develop their own creative
writing. A big thanks goes to the PTO for supporting this author
visit!
All students will have a chance to get a book signed by Ali
Sparkes, but we will not have any books available to buy in
school. If you would like your child to get a book signed, please
buy one beforehand and bring it in to school.

Ali has written a lot of books, and we’d recommend these ones in particular:
Grades 1-4: Spider Stampede
A first chapter book about two boys who meet a scientist with a crazy serum.
Grades 3-6: Finding the fox
An exciting adventure story about a boy who can change into a fox…
Grades 5-8: Frozen in time
Winner of the Blue Peter Award in 2010, this is a fast-paced time-travel novel.
Grades 7-8: Car-Jacked
A high-octane adventure about a boy trapped in a hi-jacked car.
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Ali Sparkes’ books are available to buy online at Amazon, and we have also requested that
Waterstones in Aberdeen stock them. You can call Waterstones (now in the Bon Accord centre)
on 01224 502334, to check which books they have.
PS: Middle School will also have a second author visit later this term - more information coming
soon!
Josie Crimp
Librarian



From the Middle School Student Council

Middle School Fun Night is on Friday, 8th February from 5:30 to 8:00pm. There will be games in
the Gym Hall – Basketball, ping-pong, circus equipment. Come meet students participating in the
Basketball Tournament from three London schools, the Netherlands and Norway. It’s £5 for nonhosting families and there will be pizza, soft drinks and more… Unmissable, be there!!
Parents, please be prompt in picking up your child from the dance at 8:00pm. Thank
you.
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It’s the YEARBOOK!!
Order Form for 2018-19 Book
The price of this year’s book is £25. The book will be distributed in the spring.
(Please make cheques payable to ‘International School of Aberdeen’ or ‘ISA’.)

Students’ names, grade levels (and in case of elementary students please also include teacher’s name):
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
____________________________________ ______ _____________________________
Date: ___________________________________
Payment of £____ made by:
Cash

Cheque

Card

IPayImpact

cheque # ___________________________
Yearbooks may be paid for in the business office. No money to be accepted at Reception. Books will be
distributed in the spring by the Yearbook staff.

Customer Receipt
The price for yearbooks is £25 per book.
Number of books ordered and paid for: _____
Family name: __________________________
Date: ___________________________________
Payment of £______ made by:
Cash

Cheque

Card

IPayImpact

cheque # ___________________________

Yearbooks may be paid for in the business office. No money to be accepted at Reception. Books will be distributed in

the spring by the Yearbook staff.

In case of cash payment: Signature

of salesperson/Business Office stamp: __________

